All Are Welcome to the Table of Christ
Luke 15, Matthew 9:9-13 and Matthew 14:13-21

Introduction
	This morning, we will be looking back at the lessons we have learned this past week in Vacation Bible School regarding the grace of God that is found in Jesus Christ. What I would like to do is ask for the children to join me up front as we discuss this together for all who are here today. As we begin our time together, we need to explain what grace is and why this is such a special gift from God. Can someone please explain to all of us what grace is? Grace is God’s gift of love, forgiveness and kindness that we receive even though we do not earn nor deserve it.  This is like how someone receives a gift for their birthday. They receive the gift not because they have earned or deserved it, they receive the gift because the one giving it loves them. God has given to all who choose to follow Christ as Savior grace because even though they may have done what is wrong in God’s eyes they are still forgiven and are made holy because of what Christ has done. 
	This morning, we will share with the congregation the lessons we have learned throughout the week regarding the grace of God. I have brought with me four items to use as we discuss the scriptures this morning a sheep, a coin, a dinner plate and a loaf of bread. This past week in Vacation Bible School we discussed on Monday evening the Parable of the Prodigal Son, on Tuesday we discussed Matthew’s banquet that Jesus attended after he called Matthew to become a disciple, on Wednesday we talked about the feeding of the 5,000 and on Thursday we talked about the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin. Each of these passages shows us the way that God gives His gift of grace to all who trust in Christ as Savior. 
1. The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) Object: Bracelet
	Jesus is sharing with His listeners a parable about how God welcomes back those who have made bad choices in their lives and celebrates when they come back to Him in faith and repentance. When the son came to his senses and realized that he had wronged his father, he decided to return home and repent for the wrongs he had done. He had such a humble attitude that he said he would become a servant for his father if needed. When the son was getting close to home his father ran out to embrace and kiss him. This response was not what the son expected because he thought that his father would be angry and not want to welcome him back. His father had a feast and celebrated the fact that his son, who had left home and who he thought he would not see again, had returned and they were reunited. In verses 22-24 we have the key verses of the passage. “But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, slaughter it, and let’s eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate.” Our lesson is that the love of God is like the father in this parable. He is ready to welcome us home even if we have sinned against Him. The grace of God is far above human understanding. Thank goodness the Lord has mercy and compassion on those who fear Him!
2. Matthew’s Banquet (Matthew 9:9-13) Object: Dinner Plate
	Our second passage comes from the account of Matthew in his gospel recounting how Jesus came to his home and enjoyed a banquet with him and his friends. The reason why this passage is so important to our understanding of the grace of God is because Matthew worked as a tax collector for the Roman Empire. During the Roman occupation it was considered a treasonous act to work for the Romans in any capacity. The Jewish authorities refer to Matthew and his friends as sinners and those rejected by God. For Jesus, a Rabbi, to be in the presence of these people was not acceptable to the Jewish authorities, but Jesus does more than just speak with them. He goes to Matthew’s home and has a meal with them. 
	In the passage in Matthew chapter 9 Jesus is asked why He is eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners. In His response to their question, we find the love and compassion that God has for sinners who come to Him in repentance desiring to hear the good news. He says “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Now go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, rather than sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” This is the call of Christ. He wants all who are living in sin to come to Him so that they may be forgiven and experience the new life that is only available through Him. Jesus then quotes from the Old Testament when God says that He desires compassion, not sacrifice. We need to understand that it is not what we do that saves us. We can try to follow all the commands in the Bible perfectly, do everything that God has commanded. No matter how hard we try we cannot perfectly follow God’s law. The Jewish leaders thought that they could remain as God’s chosen people by adhering to the Old Testament law. They become so zealous in following the law that they forgot the heart of law which is mercy. Jesus is telling His listeners that the Lord desired a compassionate heart and not a heart only concerned with going through the motions in following the law. Matthew and his friends earnestly sought to be with the Lord and listened carefully to His teaching. They are the ones who Christ came to save. He still offers hope today to all who come to Him seeking forgiveness and restoration. 
3. The Feeding of the 5,000 (Matthew 14:13-21) Object: Loaf of Bread
	Our third passage we learned about this week was when Jesus fed over 5,000 men as well as women and children using the five loaves and 2 fish. Rather than sending the people away so that they could get something to eat, Jesus tells the disciples that they should provide for the needs of the people. The young boy comes forward with his basket of lunch and then that is when Jesus shows His power by providing for the people. As we continue to discuss how Jesus has shown grace to His people we see in this account that God provides for the needs of His people because He is loving and compassionate. 
	In what way does the account of this miracle impact our lives today? You and I must remember that the God in which we worship is more powerful than anything we can imagine. God is the creator and sustainer of this world and all that we see, not only that but He sustains all that we cannot see as well. Even though God is so powerful and holds this world in His hands, He cares about His people and fulfills our needs according to His will. When Jesus was teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, He said “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what person is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf of bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 11 So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:7-11). God is loving, compassionate and caring by taking care of those who place their trust in Him. This is another way that God shows grace in our lives. 
4. Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7) Object: Sheep Toy
	On our last evening together, we discussed two other parables that Jesus shared where He was teaching about the grace of God. The first comes to us from verses 4-7 of Luke chapter 15. Jesus tells of a shepherd who had one hundred sheep. When one of them was lost the shepherd left the other ninety-nine to go and seek the one that was lost. Have any of you ever felt that you were not very important or that what you were doing was overlooked by others? It is easy for each of us to feel that we are not important in the eyes of God. Jesus is reminding us through this parable that every person God has created is important to Him and He will seek for the one who is lost even if the other 99 are already safe. The Apostle Paul in his first letter to Timothy tells him that God desires for all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). What this means is that God wants all His creation to come to the knowledge of Jesus Christ and accept the gift of salvation that has been made possible through Him. The grace of God is shown in the fact that even when one of His children is lost, He will seek for that one even though so many others have come to faith in Him. This love is more than we deserve, another example of the grace that the Lord showers us with. 
5. The Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10) Object: Coin
	The second parable we learned about on our last evening together was the Parable of the Lost Coin. Jesus liked to use parables when He was teaching because He was able to take the lessons about the Kingdom of God and make them applicable to life in this world. A woman had lost a coin that was very valuable for her. She looked everywhere to find and when she finally was able to locate it, she called together all of her friends so they could celebrate together.  The lesson that we learn from this parable regarding the grace of God is that He never stops pursuing us and even when we have become lost, He still seeks us and desires that all would come to faith in Christ embracing the truth. Have you ever lost something very important to you? I remember when I was growing up that I was very good at misplacing things. I always wondered where I placed something. This really drove my parents crazy because they ended up having to help me find my lost item. When the item was found I had such a relief in my mind because of how much I wanted to find it. It is the will of God that all people would come to repentance and come to faith in Jesus Christ. His grace is so powerful that He never stops offering the gift of salvation. All that is required of us to accept the gift and live in a way showing we appreciate what He has done for us. 
Conclusion
	It was a joy being with all the children this week as well as the volunteers who made this a fun time of learning and growing in the Lord. What we have learned is that God is gracious and abounding in love. He has given us the best gift that anyone could ever receive, saving from our sins and a place in His presence for all eternity through the sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that all of you accept this gift and that if you are not yet part of a church family that you would consider joining us here in Nankin as we work to grow the kingdom of God in this community. May the peace of God guide you now and always. Amen. 
