The Gospel of Matthew 

Part 2: The Visit of the Magi and Flight to Egypt (2:1–23)

This morning we will be discussing the events that took place after the birth of Christ. This includes the account of the visit of the Magi as well as when Joseph, Mary and Jesus fled to Egypt because of the threats of King Herod. 

The theme of today’s passage: God preserves His King despite opposition, fulfilling prophecy.

Key Points of today’s passage:

A. The Magi’s worship shows Jesus is Savior of all nations.

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
Are by no means least among the leaders of Judah;
For from you will come forth a Ruler
Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” (Micah)

DQ: Why did the Magi believe that Jesus was born the King of the Jews?

9 After hearing the king, they went on their way; and behold, the star, which they had seen in the east, went on ahead of them until it came to a stop over the place where the Child was to be found. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And after they came into the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary; and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And after being warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.

DQ: The gifts that the Magi present to Jesus are fitting for a king. What do each of these gifts represent and how do they show us the kingship of Jesus?

Gold: A symbol of royalty. Gold is a precious metal and shows the special royalty of Jesus. He is the precious and perfect Son of God. 

Frankincense: Incense was used in the holy temple by the priests in the worship of God. Being given this gift symbolizes that Jesus is our great High Priest!

Myrrh: This ointment was used to embalm dead bodies. Therefore, the myrrh was given to Jesus as a symbol of death He would face to justify sinners to God. 




B. Herod’s hostility shows the world’s opposition to God’s kingdom.

7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”

DQ: What was Herod’s real intention when he told the Magi to report the birth to him?
DQ: Why do so many in the world oppose God’s Kingdom? What does this teach us?

13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to kill Him.”

14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He stayed there until the death of Herod; this happened so that what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be fulfilled: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” (Hosea)

C. God fulfills His Word (Micah, Hosea, Jeremiah) in Jesus’ early life.

16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent men and killed all the boys who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
Weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children;
And she refused to be comforted,
Because they were no more.” 

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20 “Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.” 21 So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 23 and came and settled in a city called Nazareth. This happened so that what was spoken through the prophets would be fulfilled: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

Application:

What can we learn from the Magi about true worship?

Why do people still resist Christ’s rule today?

How can we trust God’s providence in times of danger or uncertainty?
