The Gospel of Matthew 

Part 1B: The Birth of Jesus (1:18-25)

DQ: How many miraculous births can you remember from Scripture? Here are several:

1. ______________ gave birth to Isaac (laughter) when she had been barren and was nearly 100!
2. Manoah’s wife gave birth to __________ who became a judge over the nation of Israel. 
3. __________ gave birth to Samuel, who became the first prophet of Israel. 
4. Elizabeth gave birth to ___________________ who prepared the way for Jesus Christ. 

All these miraculous births show God’s power, but the birth of Christ was even greater!

DQ: When you hear the birth of Christ discussed today, what are some ways people have tried to describe it rather than it being a virgin birth?

 There are several mythology accounts of miraculous births that attempt to try to make the birth of Christ seem ordinary or not a big deal. It is such an amazing occurrence and has never taken place before in human history. Scripture clearly teaches that Jesus Christ was conceived in Mary’s womb by the power of the Holy Spirit and that He was born to a virgin. 

Jesus clearly claimed to be the Son of God and therefore this manner of His birth is important!
If we try to deny the virgin birth of Jesus, then we are also denying His divinity as God. 
What we need to guard ourselves against is the view we hear so often today that some parts of the Bible are to be believed while others are to be avoided. 

The Apostle Paul wrote about the truth of God. In Romans 3:3-4 he writes these words “What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? Far from it! Rather, God must prove to be true, though every person be found a liar”

DQ: The virgin birth of Jesus Christ is the bedrock of the Christian faith. If He was not born in tis way, but just like every other person, how would that impact on His sacrifice for us?

Jesus was both wholly God and wholly man. This is important because He was able to reconcile God to man. By being man, He was able to identify with us by being in human flesh and experiencing the life of a physical man. Because of His divinity He was able to be the atoning sacrifice to free us from the bondage of sin. If He were just another man born like everyone else, he would have inherited the sin of man, therefore His sacrifice would mean nothing. 

1:18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit.

Mary and Joseph were betrothed to be married. In the Jewish system there were three steps in getting married: engagement, betrothal and then marriage. The engagement is when the marriage was arranged by the fathers of both the husband and the wife. The couple was usually very young. The betrothal made the engagement binding and during that time they were known as husband and wife. This would last a year. Finally, the marriage would take place after the year of betrothal was over. This is quite a different method of marriage than we use today!

1:19-20 And her husband Joseph, since he was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. But when he had thought this over, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.

The conception of Jesus took place during the time of betrothal, which meant that they had not yet been married. It was because of this that Joseph wanted to send her away. If she was found to be pregnant before marriage then this would be an act of adultery, which would result in her being stoned for the sin. He not only wanted to send her away, but he was also seeking a divorce, which would end the betrothal as well as his responsibility for her. However, we see that he cared for her and didn’t want her to be killed. The angel convinces him of the immaculate conception and therefore changes his mind. 

1:21-22 She will give birth to a Son; and you shall name Him Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” Now all this took place so that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be fulfilled: “Behold, the virgin will conceive and give birth to a Son, and they shall name Him Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”

The identity of the child is explained to Joseph. The prophecy of Isaiah was coming to fulfillment, and Matthew wants his readers to know that Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised by the Old Testament. All of this was revealed to Joseph in a dream by a messenger of the Lord. Not only is His identity provided, but we are also told the work He would do for His people. “He will save His people from their sins.” This is the Savior of the world!

1:24-25 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he named Him Jesus.

This is the way that Joseph responded to the word of God. He was obedient and did everything that was commanded of him. He did not have a union with her until after she had given birth to Jesus. We see that after Jesus there were other children born to them. We do know that two of those children were James and Jude. 


Application
These two people were used by God to bring about the arrival of the Son of God on earth. Their obedience and willingness to listen to the commands of God are examples for us to follow. Doing what God commands and living in obedience to His word is not easy, but as we see in this situation it was through their obedience that the salvation of mankind was brought into the world. May we be obedient to the Word of God and allow it to guide us in the ways that He has ordained! When His people heed His Word, His will is accomplished!
