The King Who Brings Peace
John 12:12-19

Introduction
	Today is Palm Sunday, the day that we commemorate the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem the week before His trial, death and resurrection. This is a day that is filled with excitement. Churches all over the world are gathering together to remember this day. On this day Jesus arrived to Jerusalem on a donkey surrounded by His disciples, the people in the crowd who were amazed at His miracles, the religious leaders who were skeptical of Him and His mission and finally the Romans who were witnessing all of this wondering who this man was and why His arrival was such a big event. The people reacted to His arrival by bringing Palm Branches, shouting and celebrating the King of Israel. Even though there was so much excitement in the air, there was also a lot of tension. The King is being celebrated, but the kind of King that Jesus is was not fully understood by the people. Today in the message we are going to discuss what this arrival in Jerusalem means and why you and I must remember who Jesus Christ is as we continue through the events of this week together. Read together John 12:12-19). 
The Public Declares the Arrival of the King (vv. 12-13)
12 On the next day, when the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, indeed, the King of Israel!”

	As we begin the passage in the Gospel of John recording the events of Palm Sunday, we see that Jesus was welcomed by a large crowd who heard that He was coming into the city. When they came out to meet Him, they brought Palm Branches with them. Last year when we studied this event together, we talked about the importance of the Palms. These were a symbol of victory. When a king would come into a city to deliver them from their previous captors the people would welcome them with Palm Branches and sing praises to the king. This was taking place with Jesus as well because the people were hoping that Jesus was the Messiah that had been promised by God in the Old Testament. The people are accurately calling Jesus the King of Israel because that is exactly what He is. But the reason they are calling Him the king is because they have been expecting a political Messiah who would save them from the Romans and deliver in a new earthly kingdom like Solomon. Therefore, the worship that the people are giving to Jesus on Palm Sunday is because they had an expectation placed upon Him. Their hope was that he was going to liberate them and do for them what they wanted. This is a very dangerous attitude to have because when we approach the Lord expecting Him to fulfill our desires we can easily be led astray into our own lusts. These people praised Jesus so that He would be able to change the circumstances of their lives. As we already know, that was not the reason that Christ came to earth. His mission was much more important than that. 
Application #1: Rather than worshiping God so He will solve our external problems, we need to worship God and thank Him for addressing the problem that separated us from Him. The Lord has provided salvation from our sins and has healed the broken relationship between us and Him. When we approach the Lord in prayer are we seeking for His will to be done or for ours to be done? Many times, we find ourselves praying and asking God to fix a bad situation, remove a struggle from our lives or make our lives easier in some way. It is not wrong to bring our cares and concerns to Him, but we need to be careful not to allow our desires to trump over His. Scripture shows us many examples of how we should approach the Lord humbly in our prayers. In 1 John 5:14-15 the Apostle writes “14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. John reminds us that the Lord hears our prayers when we request anything that aligns with His will. We must approach Him in humility and ask for His will to be done, not ours. The first lesson from the passage is that the people worshiped Jesus, but they did so for the wrong reason. 
Jesus Ushered in a New Kind of Kingdom (vv. 14-15)
14 Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Do not fear, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”

	As Jesus enters the city, we see that He is riding on a donkey. In the previous chapter Jesus sent the disciples ahead of Him to locate the donkey because He deliberately wanted to arrive to the city in fulfillment of prophecy. The donkey is a symbol of humility showing that the kingdom Jesus is bringing to earth is not a triumph kingdom, rather a humble one. This arrival is much different than what a conquering king would do. Usually, a victorious king arrived on a war horse showing power and authority. Jesus was coming to bring in a kingdom of peace, not a warring kingdom like the others that came before. The prophet Zechariah wrote of this event in 9:9 when he wrote “Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is righteous and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” In these words, the prophet explains how the kingdom of Christ is different than other manmade kingdoms. Christ brought with Him a kingdom of righteousness and offers salvation to those who trust in Him. Even though the people misunderstood what Christ represented, they still were able to acknowledge Him for the king that He is. 
Application #2: Many times, we have trouble with Jesus not being the kind of king we expect. He wants to be the ruler of our hearts, not the victor over our circumstances. The Apostle Paul addresses this topic in his letter to the Philippians. “6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and pleading with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (4:6-7). What we need to do is not allow our circumstances to steal our joy. We need to lay all our cares and concerns at the foot of cross allowing the peace of God to guard our hearts and minds. Jesus comes to bring peace in the middle of chaos. 
The Disciples Misunderstood the Mission (v. 16)
16 These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things for Him.

	Even though it is easy for us to get sidetracked by the cares and concerns in this world we need to understand that the disciples also had their challenges. For over three years the disciples traveled with Jesus all through the towns and regions hearing Him preach and watching Him perform several miracles through the power of God. They had all of those opportunities, but still did not fully grasp the message of the gospel. We see this happen when they question Him about when the Romans would be defeated. They were so concerned with their circumstances that they were blinded to what the mission of Jesus was all about. 
	We need to acknowledge that you and I also have these challenges in our lives. Sometimes we look at our lives and think that we do not understand what God is doing in a particular situation. Sometimes we cannot understand why things happen the way they do or why God would allow evil things to take place. There are many questions that we ask during those scary or chaotic times. 
Application #3: When we face times of chaos or uncertainty that is when we need to trust in the Lord and rely on His wisdom to guide us through it. As the teacher of wisdom reminds us in Proverbs “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight” (3:5-6). When we trust in the Lord and seek His wisdom, He will provide it. 



Jesus Received a Divided Response (vv. 17-19)
17 So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him. 18 For this reason also the people went to meet Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are not accomplishing anything; look, the world has gone after Him!”

	Not everyone on that day was happy to welcome Christ to Jerusalem. The Pharisees were very concerned with the reception He was receiving. We see this happening in the world today. Not everyone responds to the Jesus the same way. Some hear the message and respond with belief, they testify about what the Lord has done for them and they follow the teachings of Christ. Other hear the good news and respond totally differently. They resist what they hear, reject Jesus Christ as Savior and oppose everything that He taught. The same Jesus Christ produces two very different responses. 
	What we see in this situation is that there is no neutral position when it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ. Either someone believes in Him or rejects Him, there is no middle ground. The Pharisees chose the latter position because rather than accepting Him as Savior, they rejected Him because they were afraid to lose their position in the nation as well as the situation they had with the Romans. They had too much to lose so they refused to accept the Savior. 
Application #4: When someone has an encounter with the Lord it is impossible that they remain unchanged. That person will either move toward Him in faith (such as Job after he had his encounter with God) or they will turn away from Him in resistance (like the Pharisees). Regardless of how someone responds to the Savior they will never be the same. 
Conclusion
	As we conclude our time together this morning, we need to ask ourselves a very important question “What kind of King do we want?” Do we want a king that fits earthly expectations or do we want a king that came to save our souls from eternal separation from God? Scripture shows us clearly that when we accept Christ as He truly is we will find something far greater than what we were asking for. We will find peace with God. The peace that Christ gives is a peace that is eternal, unshakable and found only through the cross where He has saved us from the wrath of God the Father. May we live as people who appreciate the gift of salvation! 
