The Resurrection of Christ, Our Hope for the Future 
Part 5: Gives Hope for the Future to Those Who Trust in Christ

Introduction
	This morning, we will be finishing our five-part message addressing the reasons why those who trust in Christ have hope for the future. Over the past four weeks we have discussed that the resurrection of Christ has defeated the curses of sin and death, fulfills the promises of God, confirms that He is the Son of God, and provides security of salvation. In our concluding message today, we will discuss how Christ’s resurrection gives hope for the future for those who trust in Christ as Savior. The hope that we will be discussing is the hope in a future resurrection when Christ returns to take with Him those who have trusted in Him as their Savior. The passage that we will be using today is very familiar and is a passage that you have probably heard at a funeral. We used this passage in Ben Steiner’s celebration of life service two weeks ago and we will certainly use it again. The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonica church, is encouraging his readers because they are facing persecution for the faith. Several in the church had already died and those who were remaining needed to hear the good news regarding the hope of the future resurrection in Christ. Let us begin together today by reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 together:
3 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. 15 For we say this to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore, comfort one another with these words.

The Grief of a Believer in Christ is Different (v. 13)
	Regardless of who you are or what stage of life you might be in, all of us have something in common. There will come a day when this physical life ends. We see that from the day we are born we grow and develop into the people that we are destined to be. Guided along by our parents and families we daily change into adults, but then there is a time when we begin to feel the aches and pains of this life. Why do things happen like this? We experience aging and eventually physical death because this is the result of the sin that plagues mankind. The rebellion started by Adam and Eve in Genesis brought along with it the curst of sin and death. As we have already said earlier in this series the resurrection of Christ has defeated those curses. We still must face the sin in this world and physical death, but thanks be to God Christ has defeated the curse meaning that we no longer fear death. As the Apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:8 “8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (NIV). This reminds us that once this physical life on earth ends, we will be in the presence of the Lord. This is why the grief that Christians experience after a loved-one has passed away is different than the rest of the world. 
	In verse 13 Paul says that those who are outside of Christ have no hope. Several years ago, Katie served as a hospice nurse and one of the ways that I participated in this was by driving her to the homes of people who were passing away. Many times, this happened during the night, so I would wait in the car for her as they served the family. When she would come back to the car, and we headed home we would talk about how that family processed death. One thing I remember Katie always saying was that she could see a major difference between the family who were believers and those who were not. The believing families had a peace that helped them to cope with the loss. Nonbelieving families seemed to be grieving so hard and were unable to be comforted. The reason for that was because they did not have the hope of Jesus Christ in their lives. Both families were grieving, but it is the hope in Christ that comforts. 
	May we remember that when a loved-one passes away it is appropriate to grieve and take the time to process the loss of that person. One reason we know why grief is appropriate is because the Lord Jesus Himself wept when His friend Lazarus passed away (John 11:35). When we grieve, we are not saying goodbye forever, we are longing to be with them again. 
Christ’s Resurrection is the Foundation of Our Hope (v. 14)
	In verse 14 Paul tells his readers that it is the resurrection of Christ that gives hope to all who trust Him as Savior. As we said last week, it is the resurrection of Christ that is the foundational truth upon which the entire faith is built. Since we believe that the resurrection is true, we can reasonably conclude that all who place their trust in Christ will be resurrected as well. This means that all who have died in Christ will return with Him when He comes to take the rest of His elect back to heaven with Him. 
Another scripture that supports the passage we are studying is Romans 8:11. “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” Therefore, the resurrection of the dead that will take place in the future is available only to those who have the spirit of Christ dwelling in them. All who place their trust in Jesus Christ as Savior have the hope of a future resurrection to sustain them and gives them the assurance that once day, they will be reunited with those who have already died in Him. 
The Order of Events When Christ Returns (vv. 15-17)
	As we continue looking at this passage, we will now discuss what Paul tells his readers will take place when Christ returns at the end of time. In your bulletin you have a chart that will help to guide you through this part of the message. As you can see, there are six fundamental events that Paul outlines in these verses. We will take a few moments to look at each of them closely:
A. Christ descends from heaven- Jesus Christ will return physically and this is a real event.  
B. The announcement of His coming- there are three sounds that announce His return to the earth 
(There will be a shout from heaven, the voice of the archangel will proclaim that the Lord has arrived, and the trumpet of God will announce that Christ has returned). 
C. Resurrection of deceased believers- those who have died in Christ will be resurrected first and will join those who are still alive. 
D. Living believers are caught up- those who are still alive when Christ returns will be called up into the sky to join the resurrected and the Lord. 
E. Eternal Union with Christ- after that takes place all who have died or given their lives to Jesus Christ will be with Him for eternity. This is the hope of eternal life God promises. 
Jesus Christ Himself confirms this will take place in the Gospel of John 5:28-29 when He says 
“Do not be amazed at this; for a time is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come out: those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the bad deeds to a resurrection of judgment.”

The Purpose of this Passage (v. 18)
	As we reach the end of this passage the Apostle Paul provides the reason why he has recorded these words. He says that this was written to give comfort. There are three actions that all followers of Christ need to take upon reading these words:
A. This doctrine should be proclaimed to produce encouragement- you and I need to take every opportunity we have to share this good news with the rest of the world who do not have hope when they are not in Christ. The goal is that they would come to faith so they can experience this new life as well. We need to remind each other all the time that we are going to experience this future resurrection because it keeps us focused on what the Lord has in store for us. 
B. We need to remind ourselves of this truth when we come together after a loved-one has passed away. This needs to be done so that we can keep the hope of the new life in our minds. This becomes especially important when we face trials and challenges in life. It is the hope that we have in Christ that sustains us as we endure those trials. 
C. Thirdly, we should remind each other of the hope we have in Christ every time we come together as the church. The goal of our gatherings every week is to praise the Lord who has given us the freedom from sin and hope for a new life. We also come together as an example to the rest of the world. When they look at us may they see a loving people who share the good news of Christ without any expectation of award or pay. We have freely been given the hope of Christ, so may we also freely give this away. 
Conclusion
	In conclusion, as we leave this house of worship today may we remember the hope that the resurrection of Christ gives those who trust in Him. These four points need to be on our minds and in our hearts always: 1. Death is not the end, 2. The dead in Christ will rise one day,
3. Believers will be reunited with them and finally 4. We will always be with the Lord after this takes place. These words of comfort sustain us as we await the return of our Lord and Savior. Let’s conclude with these words from the Apostle John in the final chapter of Scripture. 
And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illuminate them; and they will reign forever and ever. 6 And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true”; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show His bond-servants the things which must soon take place. 7 “And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” Amen. 
