The Resurrection of Christ, Our Hope for the Future 
Part 4: Provides the Security of Our Salvation

Introduction
	Today we will continue our five-part message addressing the reasons why the resurrection of Christ gives hope for the future to those who have placed their faith in Him. To quickly review, we have already outlined three reasons. In the first part we discussed that His resurrection has defeated the curses of sin and death. Secondly, we looked at how it fulfills the promises that God made to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament as well as to those who would place trust in Christ. Last week our discussion centered around the resurrection confirming that Jesus Christ is the promised Son of God who has come to take away the sin of the world. Today we will be discussing how the resurrection of Christ provides security of salvation to all who have placed their trust in Him as their Lord and Savior. There are two ways that the resurrection provides this security: 1. It confirms that the sacrifice Christ made was acceptable to God (meaning that it indeed paid the price due for sin). 2. It also shows that through His resurrection God has justified all who trust Him as their Savior. The writings of the Apostle Paul will be our primary focus as we unwrap this truth today. 
Historical Reliability of the Resurrection of Christ
	Before we begin looking at these two points, I would first like to take a few moments to provide you with some apologetic training regarding the resurrection of Christ. The purpose of doing this is to equip all believers in Christ with the knowledge so that they may interact with others in the world and represent their faith in a logical and effective manner. The purpose of apologetics is not to win an argument, but to make a logical case for the truth of Christianity so that others may come to respect the faith that we have in God. Here is the question that we are going to answer together today: In what ways can the resurrection of Christ be demonstrated to be historically reliable? We will look at five reasons why the resurrection of Christ is a historical event that can be relied upon as being true. 
	The first point that we need to make is that the entire validity of the Christian faith rests upon the resurrection of Christ. In other words, if Christianity is to be proven to be the truth it is imperative that the resurrection of Christ be a real historical event. If there was no resurrection, then the entire Christian faith is void and utterly false. Let us look together at five reasons why we can reasonably conclude that the resurrection of Christ is a real historical event. 
1. Various sources record that Jesus Christ existed and that He was executed by the Romans using crucifixion. When looking at the historical reliability of any event the first thing that must be done is to see how that event was confirmed by several sources. One objection made by unbelievers in the Bible is that it is not trustworthy because there are not sources outside of the Bible to confirm the truth of the events. This objection is false. There are at least two sources outside of the Bible that confirm that Jesus Christ was a real person and that He died by crucifixion. The first is the Roman historian Tacitus who wrote these words: 
“Christus, from whom the name [Christian] had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their center and become popular” (Annals 15.44).

From this quote we see that Tacitus confirms Jesus existed and was crucified (the extreme penalty). We also see that he was not a believer in Christ (most mischievous superstition). This shows us that even those who did not believe in Him still confirmed what was written about Him was true. Even the enemies of the faith admit that Jesus Christ existed and was executed. 
	The Jewish historian Josephus also wrote about Jesus confirming His existence, death and resurrection. Here are the words of His report:
About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man.  For he was one who performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the Messiah. And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to love him did not cease.  He appeared to them spending a third day restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things and a thousand other marvels about him.  And the tribe of the Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared (Antiquities of the Jews 18.3.3). 

2. The tomb was empty: both the Jewish authorities as well as the women who were the first to arrive at the tomb on Sunday morning confirmed that it was empty. Even though His enemies claimed the disciples had stolen the body, they admitted the tomb was empty. 
3. He was seen by many after the resurrection: the writing of the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 15:5-8 lists that Peter, the other disciples, over 500 at one time, James and finally Paul himself all saw Christ resurrected from the dead. 
4. Lives of the disciples were changed: after they saw Him resurrected, the disciples changed from being scattered on the night of the arrest in the garden to boldly proclaiming the truth of the gospel. This change occurred because they saw for themselves the resurrected Jesus. 
5. Those who at first rejected Him became believers: both James, His step brother, and Paul who began as a persecutor became believers in Him after they saw Him. This change could only take place because they were visited by the risen Lord. 
Christ’s Resurrection Provides Security for Believers 
	There are two reasons why the resurrection of Christ provides security for those who have placed their faith in Him. 
1. The resurrection confirms that Christ’s sacrifice was acceptable to God- the Apostle Paul in Romans 4:25 provides us these words of comfort. “He who was delivered over because of our wrongdoings, and was raised because of our justification.” As we look at this verse very closely, we see that he makes two important points regarding the death and resurrection of Christ. Firstly, he says that Christ was delivered over to death because of our sins. This reminds us that it is sin that separates us from God and why we are not able to have union with Him because of it. When Christ sacrificed Himself, He became our substitute and was therefore able to pay the penalty that each of us deserve to pay ourselves. His death paid our debt. Then, He was raised for our justification. The relationship we have with God has been restored and we know this is true because Christ was raised. If He had died just like every other man has died and never rose from the dead then there would be no hope that we have had our sins pardoned. Christ lives today and continues to intercede for His people with the Father. 
2. The resurrection of Christ provides proof that Jesus has the power over death- as we conclude our time together today, we are going to look at a Scripture that is one of the most powerful apologetic arguments ever provided telling us why the resurrection of Christ matters in the life of a believer. Please read with me 1 Corinthians 15:14-17
and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, your faith also is in vain. 15 Moreover, we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

The argument that Paul gives to support the resurrection is very powerful. The logic is strong and leads to a conclusion that supports our faith. Without the resurrection all the preaching that is done in the name of Jesus Christ is in vain. All of us come together as a church family every Sunday morning and other times throughout the year because we firmly believe that we worship a risen Savior. If the resurrection is not true, then everything you and I are doing here is not worth it. In verse 32 of the same chapter Paul says that if there is no resurrection and if Christ has not been risen then we should just live for the comforts of this world and enjoy as much as we can before we die. There would be nothing to look forward to after death, so we might as well eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. 
	He also makes the statement that without the resurrection we would be found to be false witnesses of God because we testify about something that is not true. This means that we are sharing a teaching that is not true and therefore all who have listened to this teaching are being led astray and are wasting their lives. This would make all of us false witnesses and liars. 
	The final point he makes is that if there is no resurrection of the dead that our faith in Christ is of no worth and that each of us are still in our sins. The situation between man and God has not changed, so there is no hope for the future. Not only is the hope we have for the future not true, but we are still in our sins meaning that there is nothing that can be done to heal the broken relationship between man and God. As we have said several times, there is nothing that you or I can do to make ourselves right with God, so if Christ did not overcome death and the curse of sin with His resurrection then nothing has changed. 
	It would be such a pity to fall for such a lie and be without hope. Paul says that if the resurrection is not true then we should be pitied more than anyone else because we have fallen for such a lie. I think that all of us would agree that this would certainly be a sad situation. 
Conclusion
	As we conclude this morning, we need to review quickly what we’ve discussed. The resurrection of Christ is a historically reliable event because the evidence that has been provided is very convincing. There is much more evidence for the resurrection than there is for the existence of Julius Caesar and many other historical figures. We also discussed that the resurrection of Christ gives us security for our salvation. He was given over to death to pay for our sins and was raised to justify us in the eyes of God. Also, the power that Christ has shown over death assures us that we are now free from the bondage of sin and we will also experience a resurrection in the future. May we remember this as we continue to share the good news with the world that gives hope for the future. Amen.
