The Resurrection of Christ, Our Hope for the Future 
Part 3: Confirms that Jesus is the Son of God

Introduction
	Today we will be looking at part 3 of our five-part message discussing why the resurrection of Jesus Christ gives us hope for the future. For the past two weeks we have learned that the resurrection of Christ has overcome the curses of sin and death. No longer do we have to be defined by the sin in our lives, nor do we have to fear death. Christ has defeated both of those curses, therefore anyone who places their faith in Him for salvation has overcome those curses as well. Last week we discussed how His resurrection is the fulfillment of the promises of God in Scripture. Through the prophets and the Apostles, we see in Scripture that Christ being raised back to life is the fulfillment of God’s promises to King David that his descendants would have the throne forever. We also saw that His resurrection has been the fulfillment of the teachings of the prophets who foretold the righteous One who would come to set people free from the curse of sin. 
	Today we will be discussing how the resurrection of Christ confirms that Jesus is the Son of God. As we traverse through the pages of scripture, we will see clearly that not only did Jesus Christ claim to be the Son of God, but that His rising from the deaf confirms that those claims are true. Another aspect we will discuss is that His resurrection confirms that He was the spotless (sinless) lamb of God and because of being without sin He was able to pay the price for our salvation. His sinlessness is also what allowed Him to defeat death. He is so powerful that not even death was able to hold Him in the grave. As we discuss this topic today, we will discover 4 reasons how the resurrection of Christ confirms that He is the Son of God. 1. It publicly declares that He is God’s Son. 2. It confirms the claims that He made about Himself. 3. It verifies that He was without sin meaning that He was able to pay the price for salvation. 4. He was exalted to the right hand of God showing that God was pleased with His sacrifice and that He returned to the place of glory that He had with God before coming to earth. 
1. The Resurrection Publicly Declares that He is the Son of God.
3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness by the resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans makes the clear case in the very beginning of the letter that Jesus Christ rising from the dead declares that He is the Son of God. The key word in these two verses is the word “declared.” In the Greek it is pronounced (horizo) and means to be appointed, marked out or publicly demonstrated. Not only does Paul make the case in t letter, but he also later wrote that over 500 people saw the resurrected Christ and that many of them were still alive when he was writing his letters. The resurrection of Christ is not just a folktale or a fantasy; this is a historically attested event that was witnessed by many people. In the ancient world, especially in the Jewish nation, for eyewitness testimony to be considered valid at least two men had to witness it. Jesus appearing to over 500 at once more that adequately meets that standard. Therefore, the resurrection declares publicly that Christ is the Son of God. Paul writes in Philippians 2:8-11 these words as well:
8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death: death on a cross. 9 For this reason also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2. The Resurrection Confirms the Claims that Jesus Made About Himself.
	One of the controversies that has surrounded Scripture is the fact that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God. If you ever can look at apologetic videos on Youtube you will find that there are many instances when objectors to Christianity make the assertion that Jesus never calls Himself the Son of God in Scripture. What I would like to do this morning is make the case that this objection is false. There are three instances in Scripture where Jesus absolutely claims to be God’s Son. In Mark 16:61-64 when He is on trial before the Jewish authorities, Jesus is asked if He is the Son of God. Here is His answer “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” After receiving this response, the High Priest tore his clothes and then they issued the death penalty over Him. Another instance is in John 5:18. For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. This was right after He called God His Father. In John 10:30 He said “I and the Father are one.” These three instances lay the foundation clearly that not only Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, but that He believed this to be true. 
	When He was resurrected from the dead this proved that His claims regarding divinity are true. Later in chapter 10:17-18 in the Gospel of John He says this regarding His death and resurrection “17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it back. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it back. This commandment I received from My Father.” The Father commanded that the Son lay down His life for the salvation of His creation and that He would be raised back to life. Therefore, the claims that He made have been confirmed by His resurrection. If He were a liar and blasphemer like the pharisees said, then after His death He would have remained dead. 
3. The Resurrection Validates His Sinlessness
	The resurrection also validates the claim that Jesus was without sin. This is very important in our faith because for the sacrifice of Christ to pay the penalty for sin He must have been sinless. A man who was a sinner like the rest of us would not be able to pay the penalty for sin because the law requires a sacrifice to be without blemish and perfect. This aspect is a big challenge to explain, so please do your best to keep up with me. Let’s begin by looking at what Scripture teaches regarding the sinlessness of Christ. The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Cor. 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. Paul acknowledges the sinless work of Jesus. The Apostle Peter writes these words “He who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth;” (1 Peter 2:22). The writer of Hebrews provides us with these words “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things just as we are, yet without sin” (4:15). All these scriptures make it clear that Jesus Christ was the spotless Lamb of God who was able to pay the price for sin. 
	Now if that is true, then it would be impossible for the sinless lamb of God to be held in the grave. To establish this, we first need to revisit what Paul says regarding then relationship between sin and death. For the wages of sin is death, but the gracious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). Paul tells us that it is because of sin that all of us must face physical death in this world. However, the death that Christ faced was able to be overcome by Him because He was without sin. As Nathan shared with us last week as we looked at Peter’s sermon at Pentecost “But God raised Him from the dead, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power” (Acts 2:24). Since Christ is not sinful, He was not able to be held by death. You and I who are sinners must face the consequence for sin, but because of the resurrection of Christ we do not have to fear death since we know that the curse of death has been defeated and we have hope in a future resurrection. 
4. After the Resurrection Christ Ascended to the Right Hand of the Father
	The last part of the message today shows us that after Christ was resurrected from the dead He ascended to heaven and has been seated at the right hand of the Father. This confirms that He is the Son of God worthy of praise as a part of the Trinity. The Apostle Paul confirms this truth in Ephesians 1:20-21 20 
which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

There is only one name given to man that has the power to save and that name is Jesus Christ. When God seated Him in heaven that confirms His divinity. 
	The last verse we will look at today is Hebrews 1:3-4
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become so much better than the angels, to the extent that He has inherited a more excellent name than they.

Christ ascending to glory is higher than the angels and the only way to God!

Conclusion
	As we conclude our time together this morning may we take with us this week the truth we have learned regarding the resurrection of Christ and His identity as the Son of God. His resurrection declares that He is God’s Son since He was raised from the dead by the Father, the resurrection also validates the claims He made about Himself, it validates His sinlessness and finally His ascension to heaven and seating at the right hand of the Father gives us proof that He is divine and worthy of our praise. Every day may we live in victory because of the resurrection, and may we share this good news knowing that all who accept Christ may also have the hope of eternal life with Him. Amen. 


