The Resurrection of Christ, Our Hope for the Future
Part 1: Victory Over Sin and Death

Introduction

	This morning, we begin a five-part message that will guide us through the next five weeks as we prepare for the events that will take place in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as well as Good Friday and Ultimately Easter/Resurrection Sunday. This past week I had the privilege of officiating the funeral of my uncle Bob. As we were looking back upon his life and sharing memories of the good times, we had with him we took much of the time we had together to also discuss his faith. Uncle Bob was a believer in Christ, and this is what sustained him during the times of his life after his health began to decline. When we gather at a funeral, we have grief and need to take time to allow that person to go, but it is also a great time to remind ourselves of the faith that we have in Christ. It is our hope in the resurrection of Christ that gives us the ability to face physical death on this earth without fear, but rather with hope. It is our goal over the next five weeks to outline five reasons why the resurrection of Christ gives those who trust in Him as Savior hope, not only as we live in this world today, but as we look towards the future. The five reasons why the resurrection of Christ gives us hope for the future: 1. Christ has overcome the curses of sin and death, 2. The resurrection fulfills the promises of God, 3. The resurrection confirms Jesus’ identity as the Son of God, 4. It provides security of salvation for all who accept Christ as Savior, and 5. It provides hope of new life for all who believe. Today we will discuss how the resurrection of Jesus Christ gives us hope through that fact that the curses of sin and death have been defeated through Him. 
The Victory Over Death 
	In the pages of Scripture all the writers who were inspired by the Holy Spirit have outlined clearly that the death, burial and resurrection of Christ defeated the curse of death. We will look at three Scriptures from the New Testament that make this case very clear. The first passage we will look at comes to us from 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. In this passage Paul is explaining that the sting of death that was caused by man’s rebellion against God has been removed because of Christ. 
54 But when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. 55 Where, O Death, is your victory? Where, O Death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the Law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul has laid out the case for the removal of the sting of death. When Adam and Eve sinned God told them that they would die, meaning that physical death would now be a reality for His creation. Paul is telling his readers that the death caused by sin no longer has a sting on those who are in Christ. When Christ becomes Lord and Savior in a person’s life, they are no longer a lost sinner without hope. The grave no longer holds power over that person. The eternal life that followers of Christ will experience will overcome the curse of death that has plagued mankind after the fall of Adam. Death no longer has the victory or the last say, the victory has been won by Christ and because of His resurrection the sting of death is gone!
	In his second letter to Timothy the Apostle Paul gives us another reason why the resurrection of Christ has overcome the curse of death. In chapter 1 verse 10 he gives these words of instruction to Timothy “10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,”. The point that is being made by Paul is that the resurrection of Christ has not only destroyed death but has brought life and immortality to light. Before Christ was resurrected the destiny for all man was to live a certain allotment of years on this earth and then face death because of the curse that had been passed on by Adam. The legacy of that Adam left behind was death, whereas the legacy left by Christ is new life in the spirit and the hope of eternal life for the future. Jesus explained this to those who present the day He resurrected Lazarus from the dead. He said that all who believe in Him would live, even though they had died. This applies to all who accept Him as their Savior. We still must deal with the physical death that sin has caused, but thanks be to God we will experience eternal life in the spirit that will never end!
	The final passage we will look at addressing how the resurrection of Christ has overcome the curse of death is Hebrews 2:14-15. 14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, so that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. Christ came to earth and lived a life that we all live. He became flesh and blood so that He can identify with everything that we go through. Because of that, His death and resurrection has freed us from the power of the devil who makes death something that brings fear to those outside of Christ. The blessing the writer of Hebrews is telling us is that those in Christ do not have to fear the grave any longer. I know that there are many people who are afraid to die. The fear mostly comes from the fact that they do not know what will happen afterwards. Those who are in Christ do not have to fear death! We see in Scripture that the resurrection of Christ is what emboldened the disciples to spread the good news without fear of death. They were willing to die so they could proclaim the truth!
Victory Over Sin’s Power
	The resurrection of Christ also has defeated the curse that sin has on humanity. In Romans 6:4-11 Paul explains that Christ being raised from the dead enables those who trust in Him to no longer live under the power of sin, they can now live through God’s power. 
4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for the one who has died is freed from sin.
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all time; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 So you too, consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Followers of Christ are dead to sin, but alive to God. We do not have to live as through we have been defeated because of sin. The victory has already been won in Christ. Live victoriously!
	In the letter to the Colossians Paul also explains the hope we have in Christ through the resurrection in this way. 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in your wrongdoings and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our wrongdoings,” (2:12-13). The baptism that takes place when someone comes to faith in Christ symbolizes how their old way of living has died and that they are now a new creation in Christ. We have hope through the resurrection of Christ because it allows us to experience a new life in the spirit. We no longer must be identified by the sins we have committed; we are now identified as a sinner saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. It is the victory over sin through the resurrection that allows followers of Christ to have that hope. 
	Our last scripture for this morning comes from 2 Corinthians 5: 15,17 where Paul explains that the resurrection of Christ results in a new life for all who believe. “And He died for all, so that those who live would no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose on their behalf. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” All who place their faith in Christ have received the power through His resurrection the ability to live in a way that honors God. Before we came to know Christ the only way we knew how to live was in a way to please ourselves and our sinful nature. Because the curse of sin has been defeated, we now can live for God. This is the new creation that Paul speaks of in verse 17. Christ died and then rose to new life on our behalf so that we would no longer be held under the pressure of the curse of sin. He did this to fulfill the will of His Father, but He also did this because of His love for the creation. All who accept Christ as Lord and Savior have been promised that through Him their sins are forgiven and they stand before holy God free from sin’s curse. 
Conclusion
	As we conclude this first part of our look at the hope that the resurrection of Chrit brings to our lives may we take with us these important points. Firstly, because Christ has arisen from the grave the curse that death had over us has been defeated. This does not mean that we are exempt from having to endure physical death in this world. We all will face that reality one day, but what Scripture reminds us is that because Christ has overcome the grave, we no longer fear death. The time we have on this earth does not have to be spend dreading death, it needs to be spent enjoying the blessings God has given to us and spreading the good news of Jesus Christ with others. Worrying about the future does not ever bring joy, it always results in stress. May we live every day in the light of the resurrection making the most of what we have been given. 
	Secondly, because of Christ the curse of sin has been defeated. Sin no longer has a grip on us and no longer does it define our lives. Without Christ all we would have in this world would be the weight of our sin and fear of death. Christ has removed both. Sin no longer defines our lives and now we can live the new life in the spirit because Christ has defeated sin’s curse. We must not allow the sins we have committed to weigh us down so much that we refuse to allow God to save us. We must acknowledge our sin but then lay it at the cross and recommit ourselves to live in a way that brings God the glory. Thank you, Lord, for your victory! Amen. 
