What Will You and I Do with the Empty Tomb?
Luke 24:1-12

Introduction

	What a blessed morning this is. This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it! We come together as we do every Lord’s Day to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ and to prepare ourselves for the work of making disciples in this community. This morning we are celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we have traveled this past week together we have walked with Christ through His triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, His evening of passion as He celebrated the Last Supper with the disciples, was betrayed by a close friend, was falsely accused by the Jewish authorities, was put on trial by Pontious Pilate only to be eventually crucified because those whom He came to save rejected Him and also because this was fulfillment of the will of the Father. This has certainly been a week of passion, but on the third day after He had been buried in the tomb Christ arose victorious over the curses of sin and death and has made possible the resurrection of every person who accepts His as Lord and Savior. 
	The title of today’s messages “The Tomb is Empty, Now What Will We Do with It?” The purpose of this message is to equip each one of us to take the truth of the resurrection and have it impact not only our lives, but also the lives of those who hear the good message from us. This message is designed to be very challenging, but at the same time encouraging because the good news of Jesus Christ is what brings hope to a dark and sin-filled world. As we will learn today, every person must respond to the empty tomb. There are four ways of response we will discuss: dismiss, debate, believe and proclaim. Our theme is that the resurrection of Christ is a true event, so what will you and I as believers in Christ do with the empty tomb? The passage we will use to discuss these responses is Luke 24:1-12. Let’s begin by reading this together (In bulletin). 
Response #1: Choose to Dismiss It!
	In the passage that we have just read together we see that the initial reaction by the disciples when they heard the report from the women was dismissal of what they had heard. Looking closely at verse 11 we read that the disciples felt the report of the women was nonsense and therefore they would not believe it. Not only is this the reaction of the disciples, but there have been many people over the centuries since this occurred who have reacted in exactly the same way. In our modern world we have a continuous debate between secular scientists and followers of Christ regarding the resurrection. The argument goes something like this. The scientists say that since science cannot explain how a dead man can come back to life on his own then there is no possible way this event ever took place. This is basically the argument that I will believe when I see it. Another reaction from non-believers is that this is just a religious story to give people false hope and something to distract them from reality. The same scientists that tell us this are the same ones who blindly accept the theory of evolution even though there has never been any evidence of life coming from a non-living source. Also, there has never been witnessed one type of living organism changing into something completely different. In other words, a dog has never become a horse. Dogs begat dogs, horses begat horses, etc. The difference between evolution and the resurrection of Christ is that we have thousands of pieces of manuscripts as well as sources outside of the Bible to confirm that this event was reported to have taken place. Just because the resurrection has been rejected by some does not mean that it never happened. All people must be willing they are intellectually honest, to examine the evidence before making a hasty decision of rejecting the resurrection of Christ. 
Response #2: Choose to Debate It!
	Another way to respond to the empty tomb is provided for us in the passage. In verse 12 we see that Peter ran to the tomb, then looked in to see the linen wrappings. Luke reports that after he saw this, he went home marveling at what had happened. This leads us to the point that after Peter saw these things he was debating in his mind what this was all about. This is also a reaction that we see many people in the world today having to Jesus. They marvel at the profound teachings and the wisdom contained in them; they also marvel at the impact that this man has had on the world. An entire new faith was launched after His death and resurrection leading to millions coming to faith in Him. All of this is a wonder and those who see this impact begin to debate in their minds what this is all about. They are curious about everything that is said about Jesus, and they have a wonder in their minds about the impact of this faith in the world. All this curiosity is a good thing because they are wrestling with it and allowing the teachings of scripture to make them think. However, curiosity alone without commitment does not lead to a saving relationship with the Lord. 
	We live in a world that has been distracted from the good news of Jesus Christ by hundreds of other manmade religions and social structures aimed at making all of us cling to those belief systems rather than keep a hold of the faith we have in God through Christ. The world does not have a problem with the Jesus Christ who said that we need to love our neighbors as ourselves. They do not have a problem with the Jesus who said that we need to care for the poor and turn the other cheek when someone strikes us in anger. Those teachings are praised and accepted by the culture for the most part. But the Jesus who said that He is the way, the truth and the life and that the only way to approach the Father is through Him, that is the Jesus that the culture cannot accept and that is rejected. The culture wants to have things their own way and wants to be able to choose how to get to God on their own terms. This is not the Jesus of Scripture! We must be willing to not only have a curiosity about Jesus and marvel at Him, but we must also accept Him as Savior because He is the only way! If you have a friend or family member in your life who is stuck at the point of curiosity, please share with them the reasons why you have hope in Christ. Share with them what He has done for you! By doing so you can help them to move from curiosity to faith!
Response #3: Choose to Believe It!
	In our passage today we see a third response to the empty tomb. In verses 5-8 the women are told by the angel that Jesus was not in the tomb. They were reminded that Jesus had foretold His resurrection and that now He was back from the dead. Once the women receive the good news from the angel, we read that they immediately ran to tell the disciples everything they had heard and seen. There was no response of dismissal or curiosity, they believed what was told to them because they also remember the words of Jesus Himself. This reaction is what the Word of God produces in a person when they accept the Words of God and allow it to guide them into the truth. 
	I think it is fitting if we just take a moment to review the reasons why the resurrection of Christ is true. We discussed this topic a few weeks ago but today is a great time for us to review this again. Not only do we have the accounts from the gospels, but we also have outside sources from the Bible confirm that Jesus Christ lived and was executed by the Romans. The Jewish historian Josephus goes further by validating the claim that Jesus Christ is the Messiah and that He was seen by many people after His resurrection. We have the enemies of Jesus also confirm that the tomb was empty prompting them to pay the Roman guards to keep quiet about the entire event. We have eyewitnesses, over 500, see Jesus at one time after the resurrection and we also see the lives of the apostles who were miraculously changed from scared men into men who boldly proclaimed the good news of Jesus Christ all over the world not fearing death for stating the truth of what they had witnessed. Ladies and gentlemen, you and I worship a risen Savior who still is alive and intercedes for us with the Father. We choose to believe in the good news of Jesus Christ because it is the truth and changes lives!
Response #4: Choose to Proclaim It!
	The last response we are going to discuss this morning goes along with #3. Thise who choose to believe in the good news can also choose to proclaim this good news through their lives. In our passage we see that the women not only believed what they saw at the tomb, but in verses 9-10 they went to tell the eleven disciples everything. They were faithful to the Lord by not only believing but telling others as well. This reminds us that faith is very important, but just as important as faith is the task of sharing that good news with others. When someone comes to faith in Christ and accepts Him as Savior it results in that person wanting to tell others the good news. This needs to be the way that you and react as well. 
	As we think about this reaction more carefully let us look at the Great Commission that Christ gives to the disciples before He ascended to heaven. “19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to follow all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). Faith in Christ is not a passage faith, but rather an active faith. Jesus uses three verbs to instruct the disciples what they are to do. They are to go, baptize and teach. This commission is not only directed to the Apostles, but also a commission for you and me as well. We are to go out from this place to make disciples of Christ, we are to baptize them into His name for forgiveness of sins and we are to teach what he has taught us. You and I can do this by sharing what the Lord has done for us and be welcoming them to God’s house to worship with His church. We need to go, baptize and teach!
Conclusion
	Today as we conclude our time together, we need to challenge ourselves. When we encounter the empty tomb do we choose to dismiss the news, debate it, or believe and proclaim it? The answer we give to this question shows where our faith truly is. May our prayer be today to take the experience we have had with the empty grave and share it with others. May we not only be believers in Christ, but may we also be those who go, baptize and teach so that others may come to know the truth that will set them free. May we be found to be faithful! Amen. 
