God Rewards His Faithful
Daniel 2:46-49

	This morning as we gather together, we are going to look at the way in which Daniel as well as King Nebuchadnezzar react after the king’s dream had been explained and interpreted for him. Earlier in the account we read that the king offered a great reward to the man who would be able to accomplish this feat for the king. In verse 6 of chapter 2 the king said “But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream and its interpretation.” We are able to see that the king so badly wanted this to be done for him that he was willing to offer a great reward as well as threaten a horrible punishment to those who failed. In the message last week, we discussed the dream as well as how Daniel explained its interpretation to the king. What we concluded was that the dream was warning the king about the future as well as telling the reader about the coming kingdom of God. Today’s passage will provide us with the ways in which both the king and Daniel react to the situation. This passage will provide for us the proper attitude we need to have as we approach God and seek His wisdom. Let’s read together Daniel 2:46-49 “Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and paid humble respect to Daniel, and gave orders to present to him an offering and incense. 47 The king responded to Daniel and said, ‘Your God truly is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of secrets, since you have been able to reveal this secret.’ 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon, and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made a request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel was at the king’s court.”
	As the passage begins, we see that the king is very pleased with what Daniel had told him in the interpretation. He was so please that his first act was to fall down on his face and pay his respects to Daniel. This is what we might expect from the king of Babylon because he was very accustomed to worship the knowledge of man and this is normally the way he would respond when someone was able to provide this wisdom to him. Not only does he worship Daniel, but he also has an offering brought to him as well as burning incense. These were normal worship activities that were done when leaders of pagan nations wanted to honor their gods. When they thought that the gods provided them with what they needed or as a way to encourage the gods to give them what they needed they would sacrifice to them as well as burn incense in order to lure the god to answer their prayers. This shows the major difference that exists between those who worship the one and only God verses the nations who practiced polytheism in the ancient times. To make the gods listen to them they needed to find a way to attract the god to come to them. Sacrifices were given to appease the god and urge them to answer the prayers of the people. The God of Israel never needs to have a sacrifice offered to make Him listen to the prayers of His people. God is always listening and is omnipresent meaning that He is everywhere all of the time. God is always available and willing to listen to the prayers of His people. When King Nebuchadnezzar was praising Daniel for what he had done he was treating Daniel like a god himself, which we are going to see will be rejected by Daniel himself. 
	The next verse provides us with the acknowledgement of God and His power. The king applauds God by giving Him three titles in this verse. Firstly, the king calls God the God of gods. What he was saying is that the God of Israel is the most powerful god that exists. When saying this the king is showing that he still believes in there being multiple Gods, but he is saying that Daniel’s God is the most powerful among them all. We are seeing in this verse that the king is not a believer in God yet, but the ways in which He is working is having an impact on the way that the king looks at things. The second title the king gives God is the Lord of kings. In saying this the king of Babylon is acknowledging that all of the kingdoms of the world are under the authority of the God of heaven. He says this about God because in the dream Daniel explained that every kingdom that has existed or that will exist in the future will eventually be defeated and destroyed by the God of heaven. This fact did not escape the king’s attention as he listened to the interpretation. The third title the king gives Him is revealer of secrets. It is here that the king repeats what Daniel said of God before the dream was explained to him. The king has concluded that it is only the God of heaven who has the ability to explain such hidden mysteries to man. God is working on the heart of the king to convince him of the power that He has. We will see in the next chapter that Nebuchadnezzar is not yet convinced, but eventually he will come to know this truth. 
	In verse 48 Daniel is promoted, given many special gifts as well as a title of authority. His reward is very similar to the reward that was given to Joseph in Egypt after he had explained the meaning of pharaohs dreams to him. Once again, paying these honors to Daniel shows the reliance that the king had on human knowledge. He wanted to make certain to reward Daniel, but as well as honor the God who gave Daniel the wisdom. 
In addition to this reward, Daniel was also named ruler over the province of Babylon. He was placed in charge over the area and would rule for the king as his subordinate. The kingdom of Babylon was made up or provinces that each were ruled by a governor. What was interesting about Daniel’s position is that his role as the ruler over the province of Babylon placed him in authority over the other governors of the kingdom. Therefore, he was able to make decisions regarding the governing of the other provinces and would only be overruled by the king. This was a very special honor making him be able to have an impact on the lives of the Jews were living in the region. 
The last title he is given is prefect over all of the wise men of the kingdom. This basically made him to be the highest-ranking wise man in the kingdom. Once again, this position of honor allowed Daniel to have the final say regarding anything that the king would be advised to do. Not only would he have direct access to the king in special matters, he was also in charge of the education of the wise men of the kingdom. When Daniel had arrived in Babylon, he was taught the history, literature and religion of the Chaldeans. Now, as fortune would have it, he was in charge of that entire educational system. Being the governor over all of the wise men of the kingdom was a position of great influence where he could direct what these other men would be learning in their studies. One more advantage of this position, he would have the ability to keep an eye on these students to make certain nothing was going on that would undermine the king. So, as we have seen, Daniel was able to be placed into a position where God could use him to impact the governing of the kingdom. 
Even though Daniel had been presented with these wonderful leadership opportunities, rather than use those to enrich or make himself more powerful, he chose to have his 3 friends take over the rule of the province of Babylon. By doing this we once again see the humility shown in the life of Daniel. By keeping his friends in close proximity to him Daniel would be able to advise and receive counsel from them when he faced tough challenges later in his life. So, as his three friends worked at governing Babylon he would serve in the court of the king and spend most of his time advising the king as well as the other wise men who were receiving instruction during their preparations for service. 
As we conclude this second chapter of Daniel, let us spend the final few minutes we have together looking at how this attitude of Daniel as well as the king show us the proper way to look at our own lives. Our first application today is the fact that when a follower of God remains faithful to Him then God will honor that person. What we have to remember is that God honors those who are faithful to Him in many different ways. God does not always provide immediate reward for those who remain faithful. When we think back to those in the Old Testament who were faithful, we discover that many of them did not receive the reward they had been promised immediately. The writer of Hebrews says that those people have now received the promise because of the sacrifice of Christ, but they had not yet received that promise when they died. “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen and welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (11:13). Those who had remained faithful to God knew that His promises were true and they died waiting for the fulfillment of those promises that would come to fruition through Jesus Christ. You and I can have this assurance that God will carry out His promises. What we have going for us is that we now have the words of Jesus Christ and His sacrifice to embolden us. 
Another example provided for us in Scripture of God honoring the faithful is in the words of Jesus. He tells the disciples in Matthew 19:29 “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms on account of My name, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.” Therefore, we see that God is faithful to those who are faithful to Him. Daniel learned this lesson in his life and as we continue to proceed through this book, we will see several more examples of God supporting Daniel throughout his life. You and I can live in confidence knowing that our God keeps His promises. 
Our second application today is that we must practice discernment when we are offered with a reward in this world. What we see Daniel doing is graciously accepting two of those rewards, but he rejects the third by giving that title to his three trusted friends. Daniel did this because he knew that his friends would be good and just leaders over the province. The other reason he chose them was because he realized that he was not going to able to do all of that work on his own. He chose wise men to help him govern, which is one of the marks of a wise leader. Also, if we think really carefully regarding his choice, by Daniel turning down being the ruler of the province of Babylon and remaining in the service of the king, the king would now have an even higher respect of Daniel knowing that he would rather be a faithful servant to the king over being a high-ranking politician. This decision that Daniel made would play a huge role later in his life when Babylon was defeated by the Persians. His faithfulness with this position allows God to use him in the future to allow the people to eventually return to Jerusalem to rebuild the kingdom. 
I would like to leave you with these words this morning as we conclude our time together. The Apostle Peter writes in 1 Peter 5:6 “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time,” God will exalt those who remain faithful and humble. He works through the lives of those who are willing to be used for His glory. May this be said of us. Amen. 
