Celebration of Life Service for Ben Steiner
3/8/26

Welcome and Introduction

Opening Prayer
Father God, we come before you today to thank you for the life of your servant Ben Steiner. Even though we grieve that he has passed on from this life we gather together to celebrate his life and share the fond memories we have of him. With the time we spend together today may we honor Ben’s life by proclaiming the faith and hope that he had in you. May each of us learn from the experiences we’ve had with Ben and apply them as we continue our lives on this earth. May everything that is said and done today be pleasing and honoring to You. We pray this all in the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: In Christ Alone

Reading of Obituary.

Benjamin "Ben" Steiner, 49, of Ashland, Ohio, passed away surrounded by the love of those who knew him best. Born on February 21, 1977, in Ashland, he was the devoted son of Diane S. (Lacy) Steiner and the late Stanley Ross Steiner.

Ben graduated from Mapleton High School in 1995, carrying forward the strong work ethic and steady kindness that would define his life. He built a career in healthcare management, serving others with quiet dedication and integrity. Over the years, he worked at Towne Pharmacy in Ashland and later at Pace Medical in Copley, Ohio. He also proudly owned and operated the Evergreen Tavern for five years, where he met many dear friends and created a welcoming place filled with laughter and fellowship.

A faithful member of Nankin Community Church, Ben gave generously of his time and talents. He faithfully ran the church’s sound system and YouTube broadcasts, ensuring that worship and fellowship reached beyond the walls of the sanctuary. His gift for technology—whether working with computers, exploring I.T., or fine-tuning audio systems—was matched only by his willingness to use those skills in service to others.

Ben had a deep love for family and friendship. He cherished time spent laughing, sharing stories, and simply being together. He found freedom and joy on the open road, traveling on his motorcycle and embracing the peace that came with the journey. Those who rode beside him or waited for him at home knew his adventurous spirit was grounded in a loyal and loving heart.

He is survived by his loving mother, Diane Steiner; his grandmother, Lillian Steiner of Ashland; his sister, Gretchen (John) Riley of Columbus, Ohio; and his brother, Michael (Courtney) Steiner of Savannah, Ohio. He is also survived by his former wife, Krista Steiner; eight beloved nieces and nephews; and six great-nieces and great-nephews who will carry forward his memory with smiles and stories.

He was preceded in death by his father, Stanley Steiner; his nephew, Dylan Steiner; and his grandparents, Ross Steiner, Michael Lacy, and Thelma Lacy.

Ben will be remembered for his steady presence, his servant’s heart, and the quiet ways he made life better for those around him. His legacy lives on in the lives he touched, the family he loved, and the faith he lived each day.

Though he has departed this earthly life, the love Benjamin shared continues to echo—like the sound he so faithfully managed—clear, steady, and enduring in the hearts of all who knew him.

Message- The Race is Finished: The Reward for a Life of Faith

	Today we gather to say farewell to a son, a brother, a friend as well as a fellow believer in Jesus Christ. It is appropriate that we take time together today to grieve and let Ben go into the hands of God. When we come together at times like these it is difficult because we are celebrating the life of a man who was taken away at such a young age. The question that many ask during times like these are why God chose to take Ben at such a young age. I do not know why God chose to take Ben, but what I can say to you with full confidence is that we worship a God who is faithful and who always keeps His promises to His people. Even though we might not understand why things happen the way they do on this earth, we can rest assured that one day we will understand and for those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ we can look forward to a reunion with Ben. 
	When I asked Diane about a Scripture she would like to use for the service today, she replied that both Gretchen and her like the Scripture from the Apostle Paul’s second letter to Timothy chapter 4:7-8. Before we begin discussing this Scripture together, I need to give you some context. The Apostle Paul was commissioned by Jesus Christ to spread the gospel to the Gentiles. He faithfully shared the gospel with the entire Roman World. He was arrested several times for sharing the good news and after being accused by the Jews of blasphemy he appealed to Caesar meaning that he had to travel to Rome. While being on house arrest in Rome awaiting his execution Paul wrote this letter to Timothy who was a young man who was beginning to be a leader in the church. Paul was giving his final instructions to Timothy and reflecting on his life. These verses not only tell us about the life of Paul the Apostle of Christ, but it also shows us the life of those who live to bring honor to the Lord. As we discuss the words of Paul, we will look at Ben’s life and how he reflected the love of God. 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing (2 Timothy 4:7-8). 

I Have Fought the Good Fight
	As Paul is reflecting on his life the first thing, he says is that he fought the good fight. Paul is telling Timothy that this life is a fight. As we look at this world and see all of the evil, greed, corruption and suffering we know that life in this world is not easy. The reason why we face all of these challenges is because after God created a perfect world man chose to rebel against Him which resulted in bringing corruption into the creation. One of the results of man’s rebellion is physical death. Along with that we face a cursed creation where we must deal with the human mind being totally corrupted by the sin nature. 
	Our friend Ben faced a part of that fallen creation as we endured his fight with cancer. Before my wife and I came to serve at this church Ben had already had a round with the cancer, but had entered a phase where things had calmed down. When I met him and we became acquainted, we realized that we had attended the same school and had a similar background. I later came to discover that his mom was a teacher and that many of his friends were classmates of mine. We learned that it is a very small world. When Ben was dealing with the cancer he was in a fight, which I am happy to share with you did not take away his spirit. He took every opportunity he had to serve others and do what he could to be there for his family and friends. Paul is sharing that this life is a fight, especially when a person tries to live in honor of God and follow the teachings of Scripture. Ben did that and fought the good fight. 
I Have Finished the Course 
	The next way Paul described his life was that it was a race. How many of us feel this in our lives every day don’t we? It seems as if there is so much to do, but there is only so many hours in the day to get it done. When we think about a race, we know that every race has a start as well as a finish. All of us start the race when we are born and go through different stages of life where we must face obstacles and the challenges of growing up. What Paul has reminded us is that all of us one day will eventually reach the finish line of this life. No matter how wealthy, intelligent, or successful we are in this world we will all face that day when we will come to the end of this race. The question we must ask ourselves as this finish line approaches is whether we have run the race well or not. Paul says in his writing that he has finished the race well. We know this because as we continue, we will see how a life well-lived in this world ends. The attitude that Paul has was one of gratitude and hope. As Ben was nearing his life, he also had an attitude of gratitude and hope. He asked for me to visit him while in the hospital in Cleveland. We had a great conversation. His concern was for the well-being of others and he was also embracing the good news of Jesus Christ. He was looking forward to his pain ending and being in the presence of His Lord and Savior. A race ran well ends with a strong finish. 
I Have Kept the Faith
	Paul ends this verse by making the statement that he kept the faith throughout his ministry. When studying the life of the Apostle Paul we know that he began life as a pharisee and teacher of the law. His devotion to the law was unmatched because he tells his readers that he was devout and zealous for the law. It was after his meeting with Christ on the road to Damascus that his mind was changed and he came to know the truth. After he began preaching the good news of Jesus the Jews began their persecution of him. He was whipped, stoned and removed from several synagogues. We know that he would eventually be executed by the Romans because of his faith. All through the persecutions he faced he kept the faith and did not neglect to take every opportunity he had to share the gospel with others. 
	Our brother Ben also never gave up his faith even after he had fought against cancer for such a long time. When he knew that his time was short, he did not spend the time he had remaining worrying or fearing what was to come. His primary concern was for his family, and his church. We were having a meeting in the office a couple of months ago. During the meeting he asked that after he passed that we would keep an eye on Diane and help her. This concern for others can only take place in such a situation because the Holy Spirit had entered him and had changed his heart. Ben had a heart for the Lord, which showed through his love for others. 
Ben’s Hope Can Be Yours as Well
	As we conclude our time together let us read carefully the words of the Apostle Paul in verse 8 of our passage. Paul writes “in the future there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.” Paul is telling his readers that there is a hope that anyone can have when they place their faith in Jesus Christ. Paul knew his life was coming to an end, but the hope he had was that he would be in the presence of his Lord and Savior and that he would receive a reward for his faithfulness. What all of us need to know is that our brother Ben is no longer in this world dealing with the physical pain of this fallen creation. He is now in the arms of his Lord Jesus Christ who is rewarding him with the crown of righteousness. He has a glorified body and has received his blessing. 
	We know this is what Ben is experiencing right now, but the question is whether you and I want to have that same experience. Ben wanted me to share with each of you the good news of the faith we hold in Jesus Christ. This world was created by God perfectly. There was no death or sin corrupting the creation. God made everything very good. Unfortunately, man decided to rebel against his creator which resulted in sin and death entering the once perfect creation. Man had chosen to disobey his creator. However, because of the grace of God He sent His Son Jesus Christ to earth to live a perfect life in submission to the Father and then gave His life to pay the penalty for the sins that you and I have committed against God. Not only did Christ die for sin, but three days later He rose from the grave defeating the curses of sin and death. The resurrection of Christ, as witnessed by over 500 people, confirms that Jesus is who He claimed to be, the One and only Son of God. Those who place faith in Christ can experience forgiveness of sins and a restored relationship with God. Death no longer has a grip on them and they do not have to allow the sins in their lives to become their identity. They are free from the bondage of sin because of Christ. Anyone who calls upon the name of Lord, is willing to repent of sin, places their trust in Christ as Lord and desires to honor him with their lives can experience the crown of righteousness that Paul spoke of. Ben desired that you hear that message and make the most important decision you will ever make in your life. What are you going to do with Jesus? Accept Him as Lord or reject His free offer of salvation. The only thing it requires is faith in Him and recognition of your need for a Savior. I urge you to make this decision as soon as possible. If you have someone in your life that you can talk to about this or even if you want to speak to someone today, please feel free to ask any members of the church or myself. We are here to serve you and are happy to share our faith with you.  
Our final Scripture for today comes to us from the second of Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians chapter 4:13-18. This passage outlines the hope that all who place their faith in Christ have for the future: 
3 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. 15 For we say this to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore, comfort one another with these words.

I would like to end by sharing with you Ben’s final text message to me just a few days before his passing “nothing calms the heart more than the light that drives the darkness away.” Jesus Christ is the light that drives away that darkness. Our prayer is that each of you find the light and allow it to guide you throughout your lives. Amen. 
Hymn: Precious Lord Take My Hand
Closing Prayer
Father God, thank you for today and for the time we have together to grieve the passing of our brother Ben and also to celebrate his life on earth with us. May this day bring us comfort and closure so that we can let Ben go into your hands. Not only do we pray for Ben, but we also pray for everyone here today. May this remind each of us that one day we will stand before you to make an account for our life. May we take the opportunities given to us to live in a way that honors You and allow You to save us from the sin that plagues our lives. As we join together in fellowship, we pray that our memories of Ben will give us joy and look upon his life as a time of blessing and peace. We pray all of this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Instructions for fellowship meal. Share your memories and enjoy time together. 
