The Arrival of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-13)

	Good morning! Please open your Bibles to the second chapter of Acts. Today we are discussing the arrival of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. This event marked the beginning of the church era where the spirit would be guiding the actions of the church. Before Jesus was crucified, He promised the disciples that the helper would come who would remind them of everything He had taught them and this helper would also equip them to be His messengers all over the globe. With our time together today we will be looking at two important aspects of Pentecost, first we will discuss the reason why the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost is so important to us who today are living in the post resurrection church age and then secondly, we will look at how the Holy Spirit quips people in the church today to do things that will lead to the growth of the kingdom of God. Let us begin by reading together Acts 2:1-13 as we revisit the account of the Holy Spirit arriving at Pentecost. (Read the passage). 
	As we begin today we will look closely at what the account of this event tells us regarding the arrival of the Holy Spirit. 
2:1	“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.”
· The Festival of Pentecost was referred to in the Old Testament as the Feast of Weeks or also was known as the Feast of Harvest. In the book of Exodus this feast was established by God as a way for the nation of Israel to celebrate the harvest at the turn of the year. To understand this better we need to know that the Hebrew calendar is quite a bit different than the calendar we use today. We follow the Gregorian calendar, but the Jewish people still follow the Hebrew calendar. (Show the church what the Hebrew calendar looks like as a reference). In Greek the word Pentecost means “fiftieth”, therefore the Feast of Pentecost took place 50 days after Passover. In Number 28:26 God instituted the Day of First Fruits. On this day the people were not permitted to do any work, they presented an offering of new grain to the Lord, they also gave a burnt offering of two bulls, one ram, seven one-year-old lambs, a grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, one male goat and finally a drink offering. 
· For this event to take place during the Pentecost festival was important, because there were people from nations all over the world present in Jerusalem for that feast. We see this later in the passage when the regions and tongues being spoken are listed. 
· All of the disciples were together waiting for the coming of the helper that Jesus promised He would send after he had ascended to heaven. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come upon them all and then after the anointing they would be His witnesses all over the world. 
2:2	“And suddenly a noise like a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house house where they were sitting.”
· The Holy Spirit arrived like the rushing of a strong wind. This is reminiscent of what Jesus said to Nicodemus when they were discussing the concept of being born again. Jesus said that the coming of the Spirit is like the wind in that it comes where it will and you do not know whether it is coming or going. This rush of wind brings about the arrival of the helper Jesus spoke of with His disciples at the Last Supper. 
2:3	“And tongues that looked like fire appeared to them, distributing themselves, and a tongue rested on each one of them.”
· With all of the people from around the world being there that day and witnessing this, God was showing that His spirit had now arrived meaning that the promise of the helper had also arrived. 
· It is also important to note that the Holy Spirit was given to each of them separately and that a tongue of fire sat on them separately. In doing this the Holy Spirit was enabling each of them to have abilities to speak in tongues as they would have need of them. 
2:4	“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with different tongues, as the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak.” 
· With the arrival of the Holy Spirit, we also see the arrival of Spiritual gifts. Each of the disciples was given a gift that was appropriate for them. This means that through the power of the Holy Spirit, men and women of God are given gifts that they are to use for the kingdom of God. 
· The Spiritual gift that the disciples were given was the ability to speak in different languages so that the good news of the gospel could be proclaimed to all of the people in the different nations of the world. What is amazing is that the people who witnessed this will also make the claim that they were able to hear their native languages being spoken. 
2:5-12.  The people were amazed because they heard the disciples speaking in their own languages. We have provided here for us names of the nations and the regions that these people were from. The question they ask after witnessing all of this is very interesting, they ask “What does this mean?” The rest of chapter 2 will be Peter’s first sermon where he explains the gospel to the people and many come to faith in Christ. 
· This reclaiming of the nations in the name of Christ is the reversal of what happened in Genesis when the Tower of Babel was being built. When we look at the account of the tower, we find that after the great flood all of the people of the world lived in one place and spoke the same language. They chose a king and then this king sought to build a tower that reach all of the way to heaven. Scripture tells us that their main reason for building the tower was for them to make a name for themselves. They wanted to be just as powerful as God and thought that if their tower could reach heaven, they would eventually be able to overtake Him. 
· God divided these people into language groups which caused them to split into language groups and venture out to where they would eventually settle. This was done so that man would follow the instructions God had given after the flood, which was to multiply and fill the earth. Rather than fill the earth man chose to stay in one place and then challenge Him for supremacy. 
· Now that Christ had come and had made God known through Himself the reversal of the Tower of Babel situation could now take place. The Holy Spirit arrived allowing the disciples to speak the same languages that He had created when he split the people up at Babel. The disciples would use the gifts given to them by the Holy Spirit to reclaim all of these nations to the Lord. 
· Not only do we see the plan of salvation being carried out through the coming of the Holy Spirit, but another topic that this passage brings up is the issue of spiritual gifts. In the church today there are many different views regarding the power of the Holy Spirit in areas such as speaking in tongues as well as supernatural healing. What I would like to share with you is where I conclude regarding spiritual gifts and what I think this passage is teaching us regarding the power of the spirit. The verse that we need to look at closely is verse 4 where we read that it was the spirit who was giving them the ability to speak in tongues. Not only was the spirit enabling them to do this, but each person was given a unique gift because the verse says that they were speaking in different tongues. What this shows us is that when the Holy Spirit fills our lives, He equips us with Spiritual gifts and will help us to do what God has called us to do. 
· In 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 the Apostle Paul explains that the Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to all according to the purpose that God has for every person. Please read with me that passage. No matter which gifts the spirit has allowed to each of us, the primary purpose of these gifts are still the same. Their purpose is to glorify God and to make Him known to all of creation. 
· For the remainder of our time together today, as we remember the arrival of the helper on the day of Pentecost, let us look at the way the Holy Spirit equips the body of Christ to spread the good news of the gospel. The Apostle Paul tells his readers that the Holy Spirit equips the people of God in the following ways:
1. In verse 3 we are told that the Holy Spirit confirms in the minds of the believer that Jesus is Lord and that no one who says that Jesus is not the Son of God can possibly be filled with the Holy Spirit. Why is this so? This is the case because the triune God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is a perfect example of relationship meaning that each of them exist in perfect harmony. This means that each of them honors the other in a perfect way so that there is no disunity or jealousy in their relationship. When a follower of Christ is indwelt with the Holy Spirit the Spirit will honor both the Son and the Father. Therefore, only someone who has the Holy Spirit in them can make the statement and believe that Jesus is the One and only Son of God. 
2. Paul also informs his readers that the Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to all who place their faith in Jesus Christ. Even though it is the same spirit filling each person, the same spirit equips different people with different gifts (very. 4-5). No matter what gift the spirit gives to each person, we are assured that the gift is for the good of the church. 
3. The third point that Paul makes is that in the body of Christ the various members of the body are equipped for the work of ministry in different ways. He gives the example of wisdom, faith, healing, prophecy, distinguishing of spirits, various use of tongues and finally interpretation of tongues. He concludes by saying that the same spirit works through all these gifts, but through these gifts the work of the body of Christ is complete. 
So, the question we need to conclude with today is this, why is the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost important for us today? Jesus told the disciples that the helper would come who would remind them of everything He said and who would guide them into the truth. This same Holy Spirit is alive and well in the church. In the Apostle Peter’s sermon later in the chapter he taught how the Holy Spirit comes to the followers of Christ. All who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ, have repented of their sins and have changed their path of life are promised in Scripture that they will be filled with the Holy Spirit. Also, as a sign of obedience all men and women are called to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that their sins may be forgiven, and they may walk a new life in Christ. It is through the Spirit that all of us live, breathe and have our meaning. The God of creation has chosen to live in us through His Spirit. Therefore, the coming of the Holy Spirit is the arrival of the Lord being present with His people forever. No matter how long we may live or where we may go, the Holy Spirit is our guide and He will sustain us as we perform the work God has called us to do for the kingdom. 
In our prayers we need to constantly pray that God will continue to guide us through His Spirit to be faithful ministers of the Gospel and that we would continue to use the gifts He has given us to grow the kingdom of God on earth. God is surely with us, so we have much to celebrate this day. Please join me in a concluding word of prayer. 

