Standing Firm in the Hope that Endures
Conclusion to 1 Peter
1 Peter 5:12-14

Introduction
	This morning we will be using the time we have together to review the lessons that we have learned over the past several months as we studied through the epistle of 1 Peter. I have to say that through this study there have been several topics that have been difficult to address, but through these discussions we have discovered the truth that God delivered through His Apostle. In these last few verses in the book, we will be given the names of two people who were important in the ministry of Peter as well as another who is not mentioned by name, but represent the church that was presently serving in the world at that time. Before we begin reviewing the lessons from the book, let’s look carefully at verses 12-14 of chapter 5. “12 Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! 13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.” 
	Here is a brief description of the names mentioned in these verses. Silvanus is mentioned as being a brother in the faith who served as the one who helped him to get these words of encouragement out to the believers in Christ scattered throughout the Roman world at that time. As I was doing some research on this person, most of the historians have concluded that Silvanus is Silas who was mentioned in the book of Acts. This is the same Silas who spent time in prison with Paul and accompanied him on some of his missionary journeys. Whether Silvanus wrote down the words of Peter or took the letter and distributed it, we see that Peter credits him with playing a big part in the work of the early church. 
	In Verse 13 Peter mentions a young man by the name of Mark, who was also mentioned in the book of Acts and who is credited as being the one who wrote the Gospel of Mark. This is the case because Mark’s gospel is based mostly upon the eyewitness account of Peter. His name, as recorded in Acts, was John Mark and he is mentioned four times in the early church records. He accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey and he also journeyed with Barnabas to Cyprus after he and Paul chose to part ways before beginning their second missionary journey. This young man played a key role in the early days of the church. 
	Peter then mentions “she who is in Babylon.” Upon looking into this further we can reasonably conclude that Peter is referring to the church in the world. The reason we can conclude this is because the church is always referred to in a feminine way and Babylon is the name used in the later writings to describe the world. Peter says that the church has been chosen together with all of those who are reading the letter to stand firm in the hope that helps all to endure in Christ. He then concludes with the passing of the peace and instructions to share the love of God with one another. 
	Now that we have the conclusion to the letter established, now we will share tie lessons learned from the letter. Here are the 6 main lessons from the letter:
1. We have a living hope that is firmly established in Jesus Christ. (1:3-5)
· Our hope is rooted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
· Our inheritance is imperishable and kept in heaven. 
· Trials in this world are temporary, but God’s promises are eternal.
· It is our hope that changes how we face present circumstances in this world. 
2. Peter called all his readers to be holy. (1:13-16 & 2:9-12)
· Believers are called to live differently from the world. In the world, not of it. 
· Holiness means reflecting God’s character in everyday life. Set apart for His glory. 
· We are a chosen people who belong to God. 
· Our conduct should point others toward Christ. 
3. When we suffer that does not mean that God has abandoned us. (2:20-23 & 4:12-16)
· We will face persecution even when faithfully following Christ. 
· Christ endured unjust suffering giving us an example to follow. 
· Through trials we can refine our faith and strengthen our witness as a Christian. 
· We can and must entrust ourselves to our faithful Creator. 
4. We show the world our faith in the way that we serve one another. (4:8-11)
· We must keep strong bonds of love with one another. 
· Practice hospitality without complaining. 
· Use the spiritual gifts God has given us.
· When we serve, we do so in a way that keeps the attention on God, not us. 
· The goal is to glorify God in all things. 
5. Practice humility and stand firm in faith. (5:5-9)
· We must clothe ourselves with humility. 
· Cast all our cares on God because He cares about us. 
· Be alert and spiritually watchful. 
· Resist the devil by standing form in the faith. 
· Remember that God is with His people in every season of life. 
6. The promises of God are what give us an enduring hope. (5:10-11)
· God is the God of all grace who has forgiven us through Christ. 
· God has called us to His eternal glory in Christ. 
· After suffering it is God who will restore, strengthen, establish and support His children. 
· The focus is not on our suffering, but on God’s glory and faithfulness. 
· To God belongs all power and dominion forever!
What Can We Take Away from This Letter and Apply in our Lives?
	As we conclude this time of study together let us remember that we can endure the trials of this life enduring through the grace of God. We can do so when we remember these 6 timeless truths:
1. Our hope is in Christ rather than our circumstances. 
2. We are called to choose holiness rather than conformity with the world. 
3. We are encouraged to remain faithful when life becomes difficult. 
4. We show our faith by loving and serving the people God has placed around us. 
5. When we walk in humility we will depend on God’s grace, not our own efforts. 
6. We can stand firm in the power of God until Christ returns or He calls us home. 
Final Challenge and Closing Thoughts
	What are we going to do with all of this information God has shared with is through His Apostle? May we take these words to heart and allow them to guide us in our steps. The final challenge of this epistle is for those who have read it to allow the truth it teaches to change the way they live. Questions for us to ask ourselves as we move forward:
· Will I choose to live my life with the living hope of Christ in my heart?
· Will I continue to pursue holiness so that God may be glorified?
· Will I remain faithful to Christ even in the midst of suffering?
· Will I use the gifts God has given me to serve others?
· Will I humble myself and stand firm in the grace of God?
If we want to bring glory to God in all we do, may we always remember that our lives are a reflection of the power of God. In all things may our number one focus be to honor Him in all things so that those who are yet to come to faith will be changed through His power. We can do all of these things through God who has given us the strength to do it. To Him be the glory now and forevermore. Amen. 

