Having a Christlike Mindset in a Hostile World 
1 Peter 4:4-6

Introduction
	This morning we are continuing our study of the fourth chapter of 1 Peter. Last week we discussed the importance of having a Christlike Mindset in our lives. What we discovered was that thinking like Christ allows us to have the right attitude as we endure the persecution that followers of Christ should expect to face. When we endure that suffering, we do not have to look at it as a curse, rather we need to embrace it as a blessing because we are being permitted to face the same kind of treatment that our Lord Himself faced in His own suffering. If we are willing to endure like He did, then we also should expect to receive the same reward as Him for our faithfulness. 
	As we continue today, we will discover that having the mindset of Christ is not going to make our lives easier, but rather more challenging. When others see that someone has embraced the faith and has chosen to follow Christ that change is many times responded to with hostility and anger. As we dive into the scripture today, we will see that even though the world does not react the way we would like, this reaction is a blessing because we are facing the hostility of this world in obedience to God who is glorified. I would like to begin this morning by asking a question just to gauge the experiences of our fellow believers in the room. Has anyone ever reacted in a harsh or hostile manner when they found out that you are a follower of Christ? If so, what did they say or what did they do in reaction?
	We are very fortunate that in the USA we are not yet facing death or severe persecution for being followers of Christ. I do have to be open and honest with you all that I do not feel this will always be the case. There will come a time when being a follower of Christ might cost us more than just our reputation or social position. With that being said, the message today will be very encouraging and give you confidence in the fact that our Lord is in charge and that no matter what we endure we can face it knowing that He is with us as we endure and also that if we are treated harshly there will come a day of justice! Please read with me 1 Peter 4:4-6 (in bulletin). 

The World is Hostile Against God (v. 4)
	As we begin in verse 4 Peter addresses the fact that when someone comes to faith in Jesus Christ that will cause others to change the way that they treat them. When someone comes to faith in Christ, they will change and not live the same way as they did before because the spirit has taken over their life. They are no longer interested in the partying, sex and other idolatries that the fallen mind seeks. When that happens those who are still in the fallen mindset will become angry and show hostility to the one who has come to faith. Peter says they are angry that you no longer want to participate in those things with them. Not only does the change make them angry, but they will attack the follower of Christ verbally (slander). Here are a few comments that I have heard made against followers of Christ who no longer live like the world. “You think that you are better than us?” “What makes you so high and mighty over us?” “Why don’t you want to hang around with us anymore?” (Ask for others). They say these things and ask these questions because the fallen mind cannot understand the ways of God. The wisdom of God is foolishness to those who are perishing. 
	This verse confirms a teaching that is prevalent in Scripture. As we have said before, we should not be surprised when the world rejects our faith and then begins to slander and get angry with us. This is to be expected, especially since the world did this to Christ first. Jesus told the disciples these words “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you” (John 15:18-19). Not only does the world hate followers of Christ because of a lack of understanding it also hates Christ because the world demands conformity and cannot allow those who follow Christ to live in a way different than it. We see this every day when we hear of people being rejected or chastised because they will not conform to the latest fads in sexuality, marriage or opinions on gender. When you take a stand against the culture and tell it that its ways are wrong, you are going to face opposition. Rejection is the response of the world, but do not fret because this is not where the story ends. 

There Will be a Day of Judgment (v. 5)
	This next verse is where Peter is going to provide his readers with a reason that they can have hope and face persecution courageously. Those who have been slandering and showing hostility in verse 4 are going to one day give an account to the Lord for the way they treated His people. What we need to be careful of as we teach the reality of judgment day is that we make it clear that all people, whether they have already passed on from this life or if they are still living when Christ returns, will stand before the Lord and give an account of their life. 
	The reason that this is encouraging for followers of Christ is because the Lord Jesus has paid the price for our salvation making us right with God, so when we stand before the Lord we do not have to make the case that we belong in His presence because of anything we have done, we are able to be with Him because Christ has put His perfection on us through His shed blood on the cross. Therefore, it is not what we have done that saves us, it’s what Christ has done that makes it all possible. 
	On the other hand, those who have spent all the years of their life rejecting Christ and refusing to accept the gift of grace found only in Him will have to stand before the judgment seat only having their deeds to save them. We already know that there is nothing that any of us can do to earn the way into heaven. No matter how hard we try we cannot earn God’s approval. So, if anyone stands before the judgment seat of God without the blood of Christ covering them. They do not have any hope. 
	The “Him” mentioned in this verse is the Lord Jesus Christ. We know this because when Peter was preaching in Caesarea in Acts 10:42 he said “And He [Christ] ordered us to preach to the people, and to testify solemnly that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.” What we are being reminded here is that the Lord Jesus is not only the One who has made those who trust in Him as Savior right with God, but He has also been given the power and authority to serve as the righteous judge. 
	So, in what way does the final judgment give hope and encouragement to those who are persecuted for the cause of Christ in this life? We need to continually remind ourselves that it is the hope of this judgment that brings with it the concept of justice. All evil that has been perpetrated on the earth will one day be judged and those who have engaged in it will be administered justice. The Apostle Paul makes this very clear in his epistle to the Romans. “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written: ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord’” (Romans 12:19). You and I as followers of Christ who endure in this life do not need to seek retaliation if we have evil done to us. The Lord Himself will see to it that all those who practice evil and violence will one day be served justice. 

It is the Gospel of Christ that Brings Hope (v. 6)
	As Peter brings to conclusion this first passage of chapter 4, he ends with words of comfort to his readers reminding them that it is the good news of Jesus Christ that brings hope in this fallen world. The gospel of Christ has been preached all over the world both to those who have already passed away as well as those that are still living in the flesh. He first makes the point that the gospel has been preached to give hope to all who profess Christ as Lord. Those that have died for the cause of Christ, they [who] are judged in the flesh as people, have already gone through this life and have endured the hostility of the fallen world that has rejected them. The good news is that now they are living in the spirit according to the will of God. May all of us remember that this life is a vapor and lasts for a very short time. During these years we will face troubles, trials and challenges, but we must be of good cheer because our Lord has already overcome the world. Christ’s victory over sin and the grave gives us reasons to face the uncertain days of this world with righteous confidence in the Lord. 
	In Romans 8:10 Paul encourages his readers with these words “If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.” All our physical bodies are aging and experiencing the effect of the curse of sin on this world. However, it is our soul that lives on for eternity because it has been saved through the power of Christ. All in Christ have died to sin and are now living through the power of God to give glory to Christ in the spirit. This is the good news of the gospel, which allows all in Christ to face a hostile world with courage. 

Conclusion
	In conclusion, I would like to share four application points. First, we should expect there to be rejection from this world when we accept Christ as Savior. The world in its fallen state does not understand the Gospel, but this should not deter us from living out our faith in Him. Christ was rejected first, but because of His faithfulness to God He has been exalted. Those who accept Christ will share in that victory. 
Second, we need to trust God to be the righteous judge and allow Him to see to it that all evil is accounted for. This takes the burden away from us because we do not need to handle vengeance ourselves. On judgment day all wrongs will be made right!
Thirdly, rather than responding to hostility with more hostility, we as followers of Christ need to respond with kind words and pray for those who mock us that they would also come to know the truth. As Peter said in 3:9 we are not to repay evil for evil, but to repay evil with a blessing. 
Finally, we need to keep our focus on the future eternal destiny for all who trust Christ as Savior. We will have to endure this temporary judgment by hostile man, but the eternal reward for faithfulness is well worth the cost. May we always stand firm in our faith and bring glory to the One who has redeemed us. In doing so we honor God in this fallen world and give Him the glory He deserves. Having a Christlike mindset like this is what brings hope and encouragement in a hostile world. Amen. 
