Standing Firm When Suffering for Christ (Part 2)
1 Peter 4:17-19
Introduction
	This morning we will be concluding our study of the fourth chapter of 1 Peter. In this passage of Scripture, we are being reminded that in this world there will be suffering and persecution for all who profess Christ as Savior. Last week we learned that suffering is to be expected, we must respond to it joyfully, suffering for Christ is an honor, when we suffer, we need so for the right reason and that we need to face persecution without shame since Christ has done this for us and also because the future reward the Lord promises those who remain faithful gives us a reason to have hope.
	This morning we will be discussing verses 17-19 of the chapter and conclude this message by discussing the role of judgment and why it is that all people will one day stand before the Lord and be held accountable for what they have done while here. There will be three points made today: 
1. On the day of judgment all people will stand before the Lord, first those who have placed faith in Him and then those who have rejected Him. 
2. Those who trust in Christ are saved, but it is with much difficulty therefore those who reject Christ cannot be saved. 
3. We must entrust ourselves to God because He is holy and will see to it that all who suffer for His name receive their just reward. 
DQ: What is something difficult in your life that helped you to grow?
DQ: In what ways do hardships reveal what is important in our lives?
All Will Stand Before the Lord on Judgment Day (v. 17)
	As verse 17 begins Peter reminds his readers that the reality of judgment day is a fact and that all who have ever lived on this earth will one day stand before the Lord to give an account of their life. The reason why this is most likely what Peter is referring to is because he has already told his readers that all of us are living in the last days (4:7). He is saying this after establishing the fact that suffering for Christ is something that all who follow Him should expect to face. It is the suffering that followers of Christ face that is preparing them to stand firm in their faith. 
	What we see in this verse is that when the day of judgment comes it will be those who have placed their faith in Christ who will first stand before the Lord. This is not the first time in Scripture; we read this as being the case. Please grab a pew Bible or open your scriptures with me to the 25th chapter of the gospel of Matthew. In this passage Jesus is answering a question that was posed to Him from the disciples. They asked Him what the signs would be that will show His return is close. In chapter 24 He explains to them all the events that will take place in the world, which are the birth pains. Then in chapter 25 He shares two parables as well as an accounting of the last judgment. Let’s read verses 31-46 together. (Read the passage out loud). As we review what we have just read we see that when the Lord gathers all people for the final judgment, they will be placed into two groups: the sheep and the goats. The sheep are those who have trusted Him and have followed Him. They are the ones who are judged first, then he will also judge the goats who represent those who have rejected Him as Savior. Both the sheep and the goats are held to the same standard in this account, meaning that all people who stand before the Lord will be judged following the same criteria. Here is the final analysis: when we stand before the Lord what will we have to save us? Those who accept Christ as Savior and have lived in this world as His people are those who have hope because the blood of Christ has forgiven their sins and therefore, they stand before God as forgiven. Those who have rejected Christ can only stand upon what they have done. Since all they have is their own deeds and self-righteousness they have no hope and are still in their sins. 
	It is this account of the final judgment that answers the question Peter has asked in verse 17. His question is this: What is the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? The outcome is eternal separation from God. The reason this is the case is because they have rejected the one and only Son of God who came to take away the sin of the world. By rejecting Him they have also rejected their only way of salvation. What we must take away from this verse is that God is righteous and that He will repay to all according to their deeds. We take encouragement in the words of Scripture that those who place their trust in the Lord will enjoy the eternal union with Him that was the design since the beginning of time. May we use the time we have while here on earth to grow the kingdom by enduring the challenges of this life so that others will witness that faith and come to the saving knowledge of God through Jesus Christ. 
The Righteous Are Saved with Difficulty (v. 18)
	In verse 18 Peter says that it is with difficulty that the righteous are saved, so if that is the case then what will become of those outside of God? Let’s first begin by talking about the difficulty Peter is addressing. The first point we must remind ourselves here is that the way God has saved His people has been the result of great suffering and difficulty. We see this in the way that God sent His one and only Son to earth to live amongst earthly flesh and face a cruel death to bring salvation. This was not an easy thing to do because in all of eternity past the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have always existed in unity being one God in likeness and in mind. When Jesus came to earth, He laid aside the glory He had with the Father in heaven to take on human flesh and face the challenges of this world that you and I must also endure. When He took upon Himself the sins of mankind on the cross the Father turned His face away from Him and for a time the Father and the Son were separated from each other because of sin. This temporary separation was a huge to pay for God because He was willing to endure all of this to bring His beloved creation back to Himself. What Scripture continually teaches is that salvation is available because of God’s grace, not because of anything we have done to deserve it. 
	The next point from this verse we must discuss is that the life of a follower of Christ is filled with hardship, persecution and spiritual warfare. We are witnessing this in the lives of many of our loved ones with now. Over the past several weeks there have been so many people who are sharing that they are enduring attacks on their spiritual walk with the Lord. As we learned when we were studying the book of Daniel, spiritual warfare and challenges in this world are a reality of the Christian life. When someone comes to faith in Christ, they become a target for Satan who continuously fires arrows of discouragement into their lives. The purpose of these attacks is to make followers of Christ lose their faith in Him and then try to rely on their own strength to save themselves. What all of this reminds us is that being a follower of Christ is not easy and many times it seems as if the world is totally against us. This is to be expected, but what we must also expect and remind ourselves of is that the Lord has not left us alone nor does He expect us to face these fiery ordeals alone. When the disciples were going out to share the faith in the book of Acts they were dealing with rejecting and extreme opposition from the Jewish authorities. The Apostle Paul was facing this rejection as well, especially since in his former life he had been such an oppressor of the church. In Acts 14:22 Luke shares these words explaining how the Lord was encouraging them in their work. He writes that the Lord had been “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying ‘It is through many tribulations that we must enter the kingdom of God.’” Receiving the salvation of our souls from the Lord is an amazing gift, so we must understand that such a gift is also accompanied by challenges that we must face to reap the results.  In this verse we see also that the Lord not only tells us that we will face opposition, but that he will be with us as we endure it. He has already overcome the word, so we will overcome it as well through Him. 
We Must Entrust Our Souls to the Lord (v. 19)
	The theme of suffering for what is right continues in this verse, but Peter makes it clear that those who do suffer for doing what is right are to entrust their souls to the Lord. 
DQ: What does it mean to entrust your soul to a faithful Creator? What this means is that those who have placed their trust in Christ are to surrender everything to Him even when the circumstances of this life are painful. Not only are we to allow the Lord to be our guide, but we are to also allow for Him to be the one in control of our lives. This is another teaching found in Scripture that goes against the flow of the culture. We live in a world where people want to have control over every single issue in their lives. When even a little bit of that control is taken away from them, they respond with cries of bigotry or hatred against others whom they feel are trying to tell them how to live. No matter what circumstances we may face in this life we must continue obeying the Lord even when that costs us something dear. It is through such faithfulness that the Lord is glorified, which then allows others to see the Lord in His true light.  
	As we continue to discuss this last verse together, I would like to ask you to look up a second passage of Scripture to read with me. This Psalm of David (Psalm 13) was written during a time of his life when He was facing persecution, and His life was being threatened continually by King Saul. David is crying out to the Lord asking how long he would have to go through this tough time of life. His concern is that the Lord has forgotten about Him and is allowing his enemies to flourish. 
How long, Lord? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me?
2 How long am I to feel anxious in my soul, with grief in my heart all the day? How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; Enlighten my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 4 And my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” And my adversaries will rejoice when I am shaken. 5 But I have trusted in Your faithfulness; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 6 I will sing to the Lord, Because He has looked after me.
David is sharing with the Lord his frustration because those who continue to pursue him seem to be doing so without opposition. They want him dead and do everything in their power to see him destroyed. This is the same thing that you and I face in our lives when we are going through a time of trial. We pray to ask the Lord how long this will drag on and whether anything will happen to bring us relief from our troubles. That is a normal response because we are finite and fragile beings who grow tired and weary very easily. However, this is not where the psalm ends. In the last two verses David reminds himself of why he has placed his trust in the Lord. God is faithful and gives salvation to those who trust in Him. He ends by making the point that it is the Lord who has looked over him all the days of his life. Everything he has and will become is because of the Lord. This is what we need to remind ourselves of every day as we open His word, pray to Him, lay our cares and concerns on Him and when we gather as the church. These are the reasons why we can entrust our souls to our Creator. He knows all things and is with us all the time.  
Conclusion
	As we have learned today in these concluding verses to chapter 4, we have been reminded that suffering is not because of God abandoning us, it is the way that He refines us so that we can do His good work. Because God is faithful, we can entrust ourselves to Him, persevere in obedience to Him and continue doing good even when we are facing hardship. The hope that we have does not rest in experiencing a life free from suffering, but in the fact that we serve a God who is faithful and holds our lives securely in His hands. So the next time we find ourselves in a difficult situation wondering if the Lord is still with us may we remember the words of David who reminds us that God is faithful, and we can trust Him because He always does what is right. Amen. 
