Standing Firm When Suffering for Christ (Part 1)
1 Peter 4:12-16

Introduction
DQ: Have you ever faced difficulty in your life when you chose to do the right thing?
DQ: Why do people so often expect the Christian life to be free from hardship?
	This morning we continue our discussion as we make our way through the fourth chapter of 1 Peter. We have been discussing how using the spiritual gifts we have been given by God help to encourage the church as well as bring glory to God. Now that Peter has told his readers about those gifts and how they are to use them, he is now transitioning back to the theme of this entire letter, which is to encourage followers of Christ as they endure suffering while following Him. Our passage today will be verses 12-16 of the chapter. Since there are five verses in this passage, we will have five topics to discuss: 
1. We must not be surprised when we face persecution for following Christ. (v. 12)
2. We need to respond to suffering with joy because of the hope we have in Christ. (v. 13)
3. We must remember that suffering for Christ is not a curse, but rather a blessing. (v. 14)
4. We need to make certain that when we suffer, we do so for the right reasons. (v. 15)
5. We must face persecution without being ashamed of our Lord. (v. 16)
1. Do not be surprised when facing persecution as a Christian.
Discussion Question (DQ): What are the kinds of “fiery ordeals” that Christians face today?
	Peter is instructing his readers that they are not to be surprised when they face persecution for being a follower of Christ. In the world today we are seeing several ways that Christians are facing persecution for following Him. A few examples include mockery, discrimination at work, family or friend rejection, physical persecution in other nations such as Nigeria and personal hardships. This reminder from Peter is so important because as Jesus told the disciples, there is a cost to following Him. “These things I have spoken to you so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). When we place our faith in Christ and trust Him, we no longer fear what the world can do to us. He has overcome the world, so those who accept Him as Savior will overcome the world as well. 
DQ: Why do some people expect for life to get easier when they become a Christian?
	As we answer this question, we need to remind ourselves what we learned last week. When using the spiritual gifts that God has given us, we need to rely on His strength, not our own. In the world today it’s not only strength that is an issue, but many people choose to rely on their own knowledge rather than the wisdom of God. Any teaching that claims that following Christ will result in earthly riches, perfect health and prosperity is a false gospel. It is so attractive because we must admit the fact that we love comfort and pleasure. That certainly makes things much easier. Let’s return to James 1:2-4 “Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  When we face adversity, it allows us to be strengthened so that we will be prepared for future trials. Remember Jesus when He spent 40 days and nights in the wilderness. He did this to prepare Him for the trials that would be coming later in His life. 
	The last point to make from this verse is that Peter is trying to change the perspective of his readers regarding suffering and persecution. He tells them not to be surprised when they must suffer for Christ, that God is still in control of everything, that God is with us as we endure the persecution and that it is through trials that we grow stronger in our faith. 
2. Respond to suffering with joy because of the hope we have in Christ.
DQ: What does it mean to “share the sufferings of Christ?” 
	When followers of Christ experience hardships in life they are sharing in the sufferings of Christ because they are willing to endure due to their faith in Him. Pete is not telling his readers that they will have to experience exactly what Christ did, but he is making it clear that since the Lord Himself was persecuted, they should expect to experience it as well. Not only was Jesus murdered, but He was rejected by those He came to save, and He was willing to face mockery and embarrassment in front of the world for our sake. The cost of following Christ in the USA may cost us reputation, friendships or maybe even a job. However, these are very low on the list comped to what Christ did for us. “16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:16-18). 
DQ: Where can we find joy and hope while enduring persecution?
	Peter is instructing his readers so that they will not lose hope knowing that the persecution they are now enduring is not in vain. As we have already discussed previously in this book, we see that the suffering in this world is temporary, whereas the reward we will experience in heaven with the Lord is eternal. The Lord Jesus reminds this in His Sermon on the Mount. “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in this same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:10-12). Standing firm is not easy, but the reward is great!
3. Suffering for Christ is a blessing, not a curse (v. 14)
DQ: In what way are believers in Christ blessed when insulted?
	As we discuss this question, we must remember that everything we do and say is witnessed by God. He knows that is in our hearts and minds every moment of our lives. Therefore, He knows our intentions and the reasons why we do the things we do. If our intent is to glorify Him and serve in humility giving thanks for what He has done for us, then He will reward everything that is done in His name. On the other hand, if our only desire is to be praised by others, become wealthy in human terms and experience comfort in this world, He will not bless that attitude. God blesses those who suffer for His name by being with them and guiding them as they endure the suffering. 
	One example of this in action is from Acts chapter 5 as Peter and John were being ordered by the Jewish Authorities not to teach in the name of Christ after the healing of the lame man. After being ordered to stop teaching, they were whipped before being released. These men did not consider what they had faced a curse, rather they looked at it as a blessing. Their attitude is explained in Acts 5:41 “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Suffering for Christ in this world might cause temporary shame or discomfort, but these men knew that honoring the Lord was much more important because the hope they had in Him was far greater!
4. Suffering needs to be done for the right reason (v. 15)
DQ: Why does the reason for suffering matter?
	As we read verse 15, we see that Peter is differentiating between those who suffer because they have done evil against those who suffer because of doing what is right. Murderers, thieves, adulterers, gossipers and those who meddle in the lives of others should expect that their behavior is going to result in punishment. When someone suffers because of doing these things they receive what is due. This is not something that is to be praised or looked at as a noble thing.  However, those who suffer for righteousness’s sake are those who are blessed by the Lord because they remain faithful to Him despite the undue suffering they must face. When a follower of Christ endures suffering patiently, they are giving glory to the Lord and acting in a manner that will cause others to focus on Him. That is the purpose of suffering, and this is why you and I need to follow this model in our lives. 
	I think it is appropriate now to address an issue that will help us to understand this even better. The way that we respond to persecution must be supported by living a life of integrity as a follower of Christ. We need to be very mindful of what we say and do knowing that everything we do as we carry the name of Christ is held under scrutiny. The teacher of wisdom in the book of Proverbs gives these words of instruction. “Do not let kindness and truth leave you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and a good reputation in the sight of God and man” (3:3-4). When our behavior matches how we respond to persecution others will see that we have a genuine faith in the Lord, thereby once again giving Him the glory. 
5. Face persecution without being ashamed (v. 16)
	As we approach the final verse in the passage today, we read Peter instructing that followers of Christ who endure persecution should do so without being ashamed. DQ: Why should believers not be ashamed? We do not need to be ashamed when we suffer for Christ for a few reasons. First, when Christ was being persecuted and suffered for us, He did not feel any shame. He was not ashamed of us and was willing to pay the ultimate price on our behalf. Second, it is the power of the gospel that gives us salvation. We should not be ashamed of the God who has purchased us with His own blood. Third, as we have already said this morning, we do not need to be ashamed because any temporary embarrassment we may experience is nothing when compared to the eternal reward awaiting those who remain faithful to Him. The Apostle Paul echoed this to Timothy when he wrote to him from prison. “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,” (2 Timothy 1:8). Paul did not dwell on his circumstances to determine his attitude, and neither should we. As we stand firm in the faith may we allow the hope we have in Christ to sustain us and not focus entirely on the circumstances of this life. This is very easy to say and not nearly as easy to do. We can endure with the help of the Lord as we seek Him in worship with His people, scripture and prayer. 




Application Questions
	Today as we conclude, may we ask ourselves these questions to guide us in our daily walk with the Lord:
1. Am I surprised when it becomes difficult to follow Christ? 
2. When I suffer is it because of my poor choices or faithfulness to God?
3. When I am criticized for my belief how do I respond?
4. Is there a situation currently in my life that I can use to bring glory to God?
5. Is there someone in my life that I can encourage this week suffering because of their faith? 
	May we take what the Apostle Peter has taught us in these verses today and apply them in our daily lives. When we do so there is a reward in store and, we will bring glory to God, which will lead others to a saving faith in Him. Peter's message is not merely to endure suffering but to do so with joy, confidence, and faithfulness. When believers stand firm in Christ, they bear witness to the hope of the gospel and glorify God even during trials. Amen.
 
