Using the Gifts God Has Given Us (Part 1)
1 Peter 4:10-11

Introduction

10: As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the multifaceted grace of God.

Last week we discussed the ways that you and I can stay focused on the Lord as we await His return while living in a world that is full of deception. What we concluded was that you and I need to resist the lust of the flesh by staying in communication with God through an active prayer life, loving one another fervently and showing that love so that the world will know more about the Lord and finally by showing hospitality by putting others first in all things and doing so without complaining. By living in such a way, we show others that we are disciples of Christ and bring Him the glory. 
Today we are continuing our study of chapter 4 by looking at verses 10-11. These verses are packed with such important teaching we will only have the time to get through verse 10 today. Peter is going to be introducing the concept of spiritual gifts in verse 10. What we are going to do this morning is look at what spiritual gifts are, how they are distributed to those who become followers of Christ, how we should use the gifts God has given us and finally how these gifts may be discovered if you still have not determined what your gift is. Let us begin by reading verses 10 and 11 of chapter 4. (In bulletin)
1. What are Spiritual Gifts?
	Before we get into the specific parts of this verse, we first need to provide some background information so that everyone knows what is meant when we use the term spiritual gifts. “Spiritual gifts are those qualities and empowerments that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit give to the people of God in order to make them effective in ministry. When God’s people use these gifts in service to one another, the entire church is built up in faith, hope, and love” (Ligonier Ministries Website- https://learn.ligonier.org/guides/spiritual-gifts). As we look at the definition very closely, we see that spiritual gifts are qualities that are given to the people of God by God Himself. This is what makes them a supernatural gift. Secondly, we see that the purpose of these gifts is for God’s people to serve one another to build up the church. Therefore, spiritual gifts are given by God for the church so that by using the gifts the church can be strengthened to fulfill the Great Commission. 
2. How Are Spiritual Gifts Distributed by the Lord?
	In verse 10 Peter makes three points regarding spiritual gifts that we need to understand as we move forward:
1. Every follower of Christ has been given a special spiritual gift from the Lord. It is very important to take note that those who have already professed faith in Christ are the ones that receive these gifts. Why is that the case? As we have already just discussed, the purpose of spiritual gifts is for the work of ministry and the building up of the church. If someone does not profess faith in Christ and is not part of the church, then there would not be a need for them to possess a spiritual gift. 
2. The second point that needs to be made is that these spiritual gifts have already been received, meaning that all followers of Christ already have one. These gifts come from the Holy Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 12:11-13 Paul writes “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. For just as the body is one and yet has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” Therefore, it is the Holy Spirit that distributes spiritual gifts to believers when they join the body of Christ. 
3. The third point is that each person has received a unique gift, meaning that it is different for each person. When we speak of a gift, we mean that the Holy Spirit has gifted to each person an ability that comes easy to them or they can do naturally well. 
3. How Should We Use the Gift the Lord has Given Us?
	Now, how are we to use the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given us? Peter says that we are to employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the grace of God. To understand how to be a good steward of our spiritual gift, let’s look carefully at the parable Jesus shared regarding the talents. Please open your Bibles to Matthew 25:14-30. On the screen there will be a video that will take us through the parable. This video comes from the visual Bible and is in the New International Version Translation. (Watch video together)
	After watching the video, let’s take some time to discuss takeaways from the parable of the talents:
A. We see in the parable that the master (who represents Christ) gives to each servant gifts that equal their abilities. Some were given more and others less. 
B. Those that took the gifts they were given and doubled them were praised and called “good and faithful” servants. This is what Peter means when he says that those who receive spiritual gifts from God need to be good stewards of them. 
C. The servant who buried his talent was called lazy and foolish. This is the opposite of being a good steward. This servant wasted the talent he was given and refused to allow it to be used for the master’s benefit. We must not refuse to use the spiritual gift we have been given by the Lord because we are wasting what we have been blessed with.
D. What we see is that there are two different types of servants in this parable; those who are willing to use the gifts that God has given to advance the kingdom and those who are unwilling. The third servant did belong to the master, but his attitude was much different. His faith was superficial, lacking genuine faith in Christ. Rather than working to grow the kingdom of Christ, he did nothing and thereby produced nothing. 
	The lesson we learn from the parable of the talents: we must use the gifts that God has given us to build the kingdom of God so that when the master (Jesus Christ) returns He will find us being good and faithful servants. We cannot waste the time we have here just being lazy and doing nothing to build the kingdom. Being a kingdom builder requires an active life devoted to the spread of the good news to all who need to hear it. This includes using the gifts we have been given to accomplish that task. May we be found to be good and faithful servants rather than lazy and idle servants.  
4. How can I determine what my spiritual gift is?
If you have not yet determined what spiritual gift you have been given by the Lord here are some ways you can request the Lord to make it known to you. 
1. The first thing you can do is pray to the Lord and ask for guidance. In James 1:5 the Apostle instructs his readers to “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” Therefore, we need to ask the Lord to give us wisdom to know what gift He has imparted to us and how we can use it to grow the kingdom. 
2. Look for opportunities to serve so that your gifts may be known. We must be willing to do work for the kingdom and while doing so allow the Holy Spirit to identify for us areas where we are empowered to serve. Peter is telling us in this verse to employ it in serving others. 
3. Ask for others in the church family to help you recognize your gift and confirm it. The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 that the spirit gives gifts to all according to His will. The same spirit gives different gifts to each believer. 
4. The last step is to eagerly desire the gift to be made known to you. In that same chapter Paul instructs his readers to eagerly desire for greater gifts. When you have a burning desire in your heart to do something for the kingdom that is a good sign that the Lord is leading you into doing something He has equipped you for. 
	Let’s quickly revisit 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 so that we can see a list of gifts that the Lord bestows on His people for the work of ministry. Here are the gifts that Apostle Paul identifies specifically:
· The word of wisdom- the ability to instruct others in the wisdom of the Lord
· The gift of faith- there are some people who can encourage and build others through their gift of strong faith. 
· Gifts of healing- there are some who through prayer can help others receive healing. This is why we pray all the time for those in need. The Lord listens to the prayers of His faithful people. Being a prayer warrior is surely a spiritual gift. 
· Gift of prophecy- some are given the ability to guide others into the word of God regarding prophecy. There are some teachers who can see what is going on in the world today and teach others how to interpret events according to the word of the Lord. Not all people have such a gift. 
· Distinguishing of Spirits- some can easily spot false teaching and protect others from those deceptions. I would say that people such as Frank Turek, who is a gifted apologist, have been given the gift of teaching so that he can help others to be prepared to engage with the deceptions going on in the world. 
· Various kinds of tongues- there are some people I know who can speak in several other languages very easily. They are multilingual, meaning that they can communicate with people from several other regions of the world. God has truly gifted them with a skill that not all people have. 
· Interpretation of tongues- some people can interpret messages from the Lord using different languages and do so effectively. The use of tongues in the New Testament was the ability to speak to people in their native language so that the gospel could be spread all over the world. There are those who can interpret the languages of others in such a way that they can help groups communicate more clearly. 
	This is just a partial list of the hundreds of spiritual gifts the Lord lavishes out on His people. It is important that we remember that when we discover what the Lord has given us, we take the time to develop that gift and not hesitate to use it for the kingdom of God. 
	Next week we will look at verse 11, which will instruct us more specifically how we can use the gifts that the Lord has given to His people. We will see that the way a spiritual gift is used has a very big role to play in its effectiveness.  
Conclusion
	If we really have the desire to serve the Lord by using the gifts He has given to us, we are told in scripture that the Lord will use us for His glory and the building up of the kingdom. We must be ready, willing and able to use what the Lord has given us, not hide our gifts and refuse to use them. The question that we must continually be asking ourselves is: When the master returns, how will He find me using the gifts He has given me? Will I be using it to grow His kingdom or will He find me unwilling to use it and burying it in the ground? May we be found to be faithful stewards of what the Lord has given us!

 
