Following Christ’s Example in our Relationships
(Part 4: Behavior Instructions for the Body of Christ)
1 Peter 3:8-12

Introduction
	This morning we continue looking at chapter 3 of 1 Peter as the apostle is instructing his readers on how they can follow the example of Christ in their relationships. So far, we have read that wives and husbands are to act in a way that brings glory to Christ. Wives are instructed to be subject to their husbands and then husbands are to live with their wives in an understanding way. Through the marriage covenant both husbands and wives are modeling for the culture a Christlike example. When we act in a way that honors the Lord, we are helping to lead others to a saving relationship with Him. That needs to be the ultimate goal in our lives while on this earth. In the passage we are looking at today Peter will be summing up everything he has been saying by quoting Scripture from the book of Psalms. The instructions that are included in verses 8-12 will help all of us to live in a manner that will honor the example of Christ. Let’s begin this morning by reading 1 Peter 3:8-12. (In bulletin)
I. The Body of Christ Should Reflect His Example (v. 8)
	As verse 8 begins Peter provides a list of the attributes that followers of Christ need to be showing in their lives. We will spend the next few moments looking at each of these behaviors and learning how you and I can show these in our daily lives. Peter first mentions that followers of Christ need to be harmonious. Peter wants his readers to know that followers of Christ need to be unified and live in harmony with each other. We are not being told that we all need to be the same, but what we are being told is that we need to be aligned with following the example of Christ. What does it take to live in harmony with others? First, lets answer this question by explaining what harmony means. We must be willing to surrender and allow Him to be the Lord of our lives. Now what do we need to surrender? We need to be willing to give up our selfish desires and live for the Lord rather than live for ourselves. In Philippians 2:1-5 the Apostle Paul explains this concept very clearly 
Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

What we learn from these verses is that the mindset of a follow of Christ is much different than from the rest of the world. Living in harmony requires for us to let go of what we desire and allow the joy of the Spirit to dominate our thinking. 
	Next, Peter says that we are to be sympathetic. Sympathy means to suffer with others and experience joy and pain with them. This attribute of Christ is seen when we witness His followers extending their hand of help or encouragement when someone is going through a trial. Our God does this when He walks alongside us through the tough times we have in life. In the epistle to the Romans Paul writes these words “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep” (12:15). What this requires is that we help those who are hurting and also celebrate when good things happen in the lives of others. Celebrating means that we are not jealous, but wholeheartedly are happy that they are experiencing such joy. 
	He next writes that we are to be loving. Before we continue, we must be careful to explain what type of love this is referring to. This is brotherly love (philadelphus). When the rest of the world sees how the church interacts with one another, they need to see that we love each other as brothers and sisters in the Lord. The writer of Hebrews tells us in 13:1 “Let love of the brothers and sisters continue.” Brotherly love is not just something that should exist at certain times, this is something that should continue all the time. May this be our trademark.
	Next is compassion. Being compassionate means to have a soft heart toward others rather than being bitter harsh or callous. Part of this also means to be quick to forgive and respond gently to others. Paul’s letter to the Colossians echoes these words. “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience;” (3:12). 
	Finally, he discusses humility which means that we are to put others above ourselves. When you look at the world today, what would you say is the number one thing that destroys friendships? Pride is what destroys relationships whereas humility is what allows them to grow and to flourish. Philippians 2:3 “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as more important than yourselves;”. 
II. The Church Responds to the World Differently (v. 9)
	Now that the attributes of a follower of Christ have been identified, Peter next describes how this should impact daily behavior. We are instructed not to return insults when someone insults us, but rather than doing that give a blessing. In our fallen world we have a tendency to want to seek retaliation when someone does something against us. That is the result of the curse that has caused the mind, created by God, to naturally seek that which is opposing to God. Rather than seeking to repay evil for evil we are being instructed to resist retaliation in both our actions as well as our words. Having the ability to resist retaliation shows that we have spiritual strength and self-control. In Romans 12:17 Paul instructs his readers “Never repay evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all people.” Once again, as we have already said several times, we are being instructed to do this because this is a reflection of the example that Christ left for us. May we honor Him by doing things His way. 
	In addition to rejecting retaliation, we are also instructed to give a blessing instead. When Jesus was beginning His ministry in the gospel of Matthew, He instructed His listeners to not repay evil for evil. “38 ‘You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, do not show opposition against an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other toward him also’” (Matthew 5:38-39). There are several reasons why this is the best way to end an argument. Someone must be willing to be the person that allows the conflict to be resolved. If both sides continue cursing, punching and seeking revenge the cycle will never end. Jesus says that those who follow Him need to follow His example by being the peacemakers, which He tells them are the children of God. Giving a blessing means that we are not looking upon the person doing the evil against us as the enemy. We need to remember that we are involved in spiritual warfare. Our enemy is not flesh and blood, but the spiritual forces of Satan. We must remember this in our interactions. 
	Verse 9 ends with Peter saying that you and I, as followers of Christ, have been called for this purpose. We have been called to follow the example of Christ in our relationships because when we do so we will inherit a blessing from the Lord. I am not certain in your life if you have noticed this, but I can say that there have been moments when I have witnessed that doing things the way the Lord has instructed will result in us having a better and more peaceful life. This does not mean that everything will be perfect, but it does mean that after all is said and done, that we will experience a blessing from the Lord for our faithfulness. We will experience this blessing when we heed the words of Paul in Romans 12:18. We need to do our very best to live in peace with all people as far as it depends on us. In other words, you and I are able to control the way that we choose to respond to a situation, but we cannot control what others will do. You and I will be held accountable for our actions, therefore may we act in a way that honors God. 

III. Living God’s Way Will Bring His Favor into Our Lives (vv. 10-12)
	As we conclude our passage for the day may we remind ourselves that living the way God has called us to live will result in His blessing. These last few verses come from Psalm 34:12-16. In this passage the psalmist is explaining how to enjoy a peaceful life with the Lord. He begins by saying that it is the desire of all people to have a good life, but what he acknowledges is that having a peaceful life is something that must be worked for. One way we can have a peaceful life is to resist evil and seek peace. Peace is not just something that naturally happens, is must be pursued and sought after. Those who seek peace and try their hardest to live in peace with others are those who are called the children of God. 
	What we need to mention as we conclude is that those who call themselves children of God need to bear the fruit of a disciple showing that their faith is real. What Peter has been doing this entire chapter is explaining that those who have trusted Christ as Savior need to live in a different way than the rest of the world. If the church is only in the world and not pointing people to Christ then the church is losing its saltiness and becoming part of the world. The church does needs to be active in this fallen world, but rather than embracing everything the world affirms we need to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and preach the gospel pointing others to the Lord. We need to continually teach that salvation is found only in Christ, that all are sinners in need of God’s grace and that through the death, burial and resurrection of Christ we have the hope of eternal life and union with God. The message we share with others will be much more powerful if the message is accompanied with action. People will notice when followers of Christ not only teach the truth, but when they follow-up their teaching with action. May we be known as follower of Christ who not only speak the truth, but live out that truth every day!
Conclusion
	As the next week approaches, let us challenge ourselves with these three questions:
1. Are my words building up the kingdom of God or tearing it down?
2. Am I actively pursuing peace or passively avoiding conflict?
3. Am I living with an active awareness that God is watching and listening to everything I do?
We cannot forget that every moment we live is an opportunity to build the kingdom, be a peacemaker and please God who has given us every good and perfect gift. May we live as people who are grateful for the grace we have been shown. Amen. 
