Redeemed to Live by the Word of God (Part 2)
1 Peter 1:18-25 (Today 22-25)

Introduction

	Good morning! Today we will be concluding our discussion of the first chapter of the first epistle of Peter. Last week we looked at the ways in which the redemption that has been purchased for us has been so costly for God. We learned that the precious blood of Christ has purchased our redemption and because of that special gift of salvation we are called to live in a way that shows God appreciation for such a marvelous gift. The first two applications from last week were: 1. We must live this life every day remembering the price that was paid for our salvation. May the gratitude we have for God guide us to live in holiness and worship towards Him. A quick reminder that holiness is being set apart and living in a way that is different than the rest of the world. When we live holy lives, we bring to Jesus Christ the honor and respect He deserves for the cost He has paid for our redemption. 2. Our faith has a firm foundation because it is rooted in God’s eternal purpose and the resurrection of Christ. We have firm reasons to have faith in God. As we said last week, faith is the ability for believers in God to trust God for grace that carries them through the circumstances of life. When Christ rose from the dead that proves that He is the Son of God and that faith in Him will result in our resurrection as well. As we prepare our hearts and minds for the Word today, I ask for you to please open your Bibles to the 13th chapter of the book of 1 Corinthians. We will be using this later in the message. 
	Today we are looking at verses 22-25 which continue to show us the ways that we can live out the appreciation that we have for our redemption. In these verses Peter will be discussing the importance of love and how the new creation, made possible by the new birth in Christ, allows those who trust Him as Savior to love others in a way that the unregenerate world cannot comprehend. Our two applications for today are: 1. Our lives must reflect the redemption that has been provided for us in Christ. The way that we love one another shows evidence of the new spiritual birth when we accept Christ. 2. We must anchor our lives in what is eternal, the Word of God building our family, faith and ministry on the truth that endures forever. What we will come to understand is that it is only through the new birth in Christ and the Word of God that we can experience this love. 


The Call to Sincerely Love Others (v. 22)
Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth for a sincere love of the brothers and sisters, fervently love one another from the heart,

	Peter is beginning to explain what happens when someone experiences the new birth when they accept Christ as their Savior. He writes that their souls have been purified since they have become obedient to the truth. In what ways has our soul being purified in obedience to the truth impacted the way that we love? Scripture teaches very clearly that before someone comes to faith in Christ; they do not have the capacity or ability to love others the way that Christ loves. One such example is provided for us in Romans 5:5 where Paul writes that it is because of the Holy Spirit that we know how to love. “and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” When someone comes to faith in Christ, they receive the capability to love righteously. They also receive the ability to do new things because the old person is dead. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come (2 Cor. 5:17). 
Now what we need to discuss is how this new ability to love is different than the way thew world loves who are unregenerate and reject Christ. Peter says that those who have come to faith in Christ have a sincere love for the brothers and sisters. What does it mean to have a sincere love for others? Being obedient to the truth results in a transformation in life that is shown in three ways: 1. There is no longer a desire for selfishness, but a new desire to serve others. When the world speaks of love it usually means a physical kind of love in sex or pleasure, not the kind of love that Peter is speaking of. When people seek the kind of love popular in the world today, they are seeking a love that will address their desires for pleasure, and they also want to be satisfied according to the needs of the flesh. Peter is speaking of a love that comes from God where the desire is not for selfish gain, but rather to seek what is good for others. When I say that I love my brothers and sisters in Christ I mean that I am seeking what is best for their welfare, not what is best for my own personal needs. When the Holy Spirit changes the human heart is results in a service kind of love, not selfish love. 2. Another transformation that takes place is that there is no longer the desire to have a hardness of heart towards others, but a humble attitude replaces that hardness. The world is obsessed with the attitude of being hard towards others. This is shown in wanting to be right, refusing to have discussions with others who disagree or even refusing to even consider someone else’s feelings. When the heart is changed by the spirit there is a new desire to be humble and treat others the way that you want to be treated. We recognize that God, in His infinite mercy has saved us who do not deserve it, so why should we not be patient with others and forgive as God has forgiven us? 3. A third result is the transformation from being led by the control of sin to being led by the Spirit. Before someone comes to faith in Christ, they have no other option but to be led by their sinful lusts. The natural desire of fallen man is to seek everything for selfish gain. The Spirit enters our heart and guides us to not follow after the sins of the flesh, but to allow God’s Word and the love for others to guide our lives. All of this happens when we become obedient to the truth of God. 
Application #1: Our lives must reflect the redemption that has been provided for us in Christ. The way that we love one another shows evidence of the new spiritual birth when we accept Christ. When others see us and the way we love each other that shows them that the new life in the spirit can only be experienced by obedience to the truth of God. The church of God must act in a way where it is not part of the world, where it stands upon the truth of God’s Word in a bold, yet loving way. But the church must exhibit the love of God within itself as well as with those who are not a part of it. The testimony of our faith and the validity it has with others comes from the way that we show this love with them. 
The Foundation of Our New Life- God’s Word (v. 23)
	The new life that is experienced by the obedience to the truth is a spiritual rebirth and is brought about by the Word of God and the Spirit. Peter is telling us how this new birth brings a change to the life of a believer. When Jesus was discussing the new birth with Nicodemus in John 3 He was making the point that this new birth in the spirit is not according to the flesh but takes place through the spirit. Peter makes the same point when he says that this new birth is not of seed that is perishable, but imperishable and that it is through the Word of God. When we are born physically into this world, we begin the process of growth that will eventually lead to our physical death in this world. This is the perishable birth that Peter is talking about. However, the spiritual rebirth that takes place in the believer results in a new birth that is imperishable. No matter what may happen to our physical bodies in this world, there can be nothing done that can destroy our soul. Our souls will live on for eternity in the presence of God. This is the reason why the book of Genesis makes the claim that only man and woman were made in the image of God. God gave all of us something special that no other created thing has, a soul. We have been given a mind to reason and have emotions such as anger, joy, frustration and love. The animals we all enjoy do not have the same gifts as us because Scripture says nothing about them being made in the image of God. This is not to say that they are not important, because I can tell you that the animals God has given to us bring us much joy. The new birth in the spirit does not perish because the soul God has given us will live on in eternity. 
	Not only do we have the hope that our souls will live into eternity making the new birth imperishable, but we also have the gift of the Word of God to sustain us because it is living and enduring. Let’s take a few moments to explain how God’s Word is both living and enduring. God’s Word is living because it is active and life-giving. The writer of Hebrews reminds is of this point when he writes “For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, even penetrating as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). God’s work is always working and active penetrating into the very heart and intentions of man. 
	God’s Word is alive and active, but it is also enduring because no matter what has been done to try to destroy it, the Word of God lasts forever. The commentator Dave Guzik provides an example of how the Word of God has been attacked in the past but has endured. “In AD 303 the Roman Emperor Diocletian demanded that every copy of the Scriptures in the Roman Empire be burned. He failed, and 25 years later the Roman Emperor Constantine commissioned a scholar named Eusebius to prepare 50 copies of the Bible at government expense” (James & 1 & 2 Peter Verse by Verse Commentary, p. 88). The Word of the Lord will last forever, and it is through that living and active word that we have been born again into the new life of the spirit. 
	Since the Word of God lasts forever it is that word that allows the follower of Christ to love others in the way that Christ loves us. His Word speaks into our hearts giving us the true meaning of love so that we can share that with others. If you have been to a wedding recently or ever in your life, I am certain that you are familiar with the passage from 1 Corinthians that speaks of what the love from God is like. Let’s watch this video together that will guide us through the passage (Have the people look up 1 Corinthians 13 in their Bibles). These are the attributes of true love: it is patient, kind, not jealous, does not brag, not arrogant, does not act disgracefully, does not seek its own benefit, does not keep record of wrongs, rejoices in the truth and endures all things. This is the way that followers of Christ love when the new birth in the spirit takes over. All of these attributes of love were shown in the life of Christ and have been displayed in Scripture. This is how you and I as children of God are called to love others. 
	As we conclude this passage let us look at the quote Peter provides in verses 24-25. “For,
‘All flesh is like grass, and all its glory is like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord endures forever.’ And this is the word which was preached to you.” Peter is reinforcing the point that the Word of God endures forever even though everything else we see around us fades away. This passage is reminiscent of what the Apostle James taught us in his epistle when he used these words regarding the fragility and shortness of life “Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are just a vapor that appears for a little while, and then vanishes away” (James 4:14). Our lives on this earth last such a short amount of time. However, the Word of the Lord and His love endures forever and will never fade away. This is why you and I can take courage in Scripture and the words that the Lord has shared with us in it. Just as Jesus said, “heaven and earth will pass away but My words will never pass away” (Matthew 24:35). 
	Application #2: We must anchor our lives in what is eternal, the Word of God building our family, faith and ministry on the truth that will endure forever. There is the temptation in this world to find something to identify with that will define our lives or give us the meaning for life that we desire. The only eternal thing that we need to cling to that gives our life meaning, that tells us why we exist and what we are here for, is the Word of God. Without God our lives have no meaning, and we therefore look for things in this temporal world to give us meaning. When we realize that God has created us to glorify Him and make Him known this gives us the meaning for life and allows us to experience the love of God so we may share it with others. May we always thank the Lord for this blessing and show that through our lives. Amen. 


