Redeemed to Live by the Word of God (Part 1)
1 Peter 1:18-25 (Today 18-21)

Introduction

	Today we continue to discuss the first epistle of Peter that was written to early followers of Christ that were dispersed throughout Asia. As we have learned so far in the epistle, we have a hope that sustains us because we have been secured a blessed salvation through the sacrifice of Christ. The salvation He has earned for us is so special because it has been the plan of God ever since the beginning of time to reconcile His creation through the atoning work of Christ. Today we are continuing this discussion in verses 18-25 of chapter 1. The title of today’s message is “Redeemed to Live by the Word of God.” All of those who have placed their trust in Jesus Christ as Savior are redeemed by His precious blood, which results in a changed life. No longer are we trying to live to satisfy the lusts of the flesh, rather we live to bring glory to God who has redeemed us. As we discuss these verses together today, we are going to take away four applications for our lives (the first two we will cover today). 1. We must live this life every day remembering the price that was paid for our salvation. May the gratitude we have for God guide us to live in holiness and worship towards Him. 2. Our faith has a firm foundation because it is rooted in God’s eternal purpose and the resurrection of Christ. 3. May our lives reflect the redemption that has been provided for us in Christ. The way that we love one another shows evidence of the new spiritual birth when we accept Christ. 4. We must anchor our lives in what is eternal, the Word of God building our family, faith and ministry on the truth that will endure forever. (Next Message)
The High Cost of Our Redemption (vv. 18-19)
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

	Peter has been focusing on the precious redemption that has been purchased through Christ. He has already told us that the way we live needs to reflect the appreciation we have for our salvation. In verse 18 he continues by telling his readers that the redemption they have received is much different than anything this world can offer. The word “redeemed” in Greek is pronounced (lutroo) lutrow and means “to purchase release by paying a ransom.” Jesus, therefore, with His sacrifice has paid the ransom due to the father to release us from the guilt we carry in sin. We have been redeemed in the eyes of God not by things that perish, but by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. This salvation was provided at a great cost to God the Father and Christ the Son because the perfect relationship they experienced in eternity in heaven was interrupted when Christ came to earth to live in human flesh, limiting for a time some of His divinity so that He could purchase that salvation for the elect. Not only is salvation special because of what it cost, but it is special because it is something that no one is able to obtain by their own efforts. Peter says that salvation is not from physical things and also is more powerful than the futile way of life inherited from their forefathers. What Peter is referring to is the Mosaic Law in the Old Testament. Under the old covenant the way that the people sought redemption was by trying to be obedient to the law. This was not possible because no matter how hard a sinner tries to live in obedience to the perfect will of God it is not something a fallen creature can do. In the NASB translation we have the word “futile” used which means to that no matter what is done there will be no useful result from it. Therefore, attempting to follow the law was futile because it was impossible to perfectly follow the law. This is why what Christ has done for us is so important. His earthly life was lived in perfect fulfillment of the law because He lived without sin. The life He lived and the death He experienced is what liberates us from the situation we had once been in. What the law could not do, Christ was able to provide through His sacrifice. 
	In verse 19 Peter explains why the redemption of Christ is special. The blood of Christ is precious because it is from the spotless and unblemished Lamb of God. This illustration Peter uses comes from the book of Exodus when God established the sacrificial system for the nation of Israel. In Exodus 12 the instructions for the sacrifice are given to Moses by God. This was when the lamb’s blood was placed on the doors to protect the children from the Angel of Death. In verse 5 of that chapter God says the lamb must be unblemished. The lamb had to also be without defect and needed to be from the choice of the flock. The reason why God commanded this was because He desired for the people to give Him their very best. What is so amazing about this is that is exactly what God has done for us in giving Christ to be our Savior. The perfect and spotless lamb of God came to take the burden of sin upon His shoulders. His sacrifice, death and resurrection has secured a place in heaven for those who accept Him. 
	Application #1: We must live this life every day remembering the price that was paid for our salvation. May the gratitude we have for God guide us to live in holiness and worship towards Him. This is what helps to remind us that what God has done is not just a trivial matter. The most important person to ever life in the history of mankind took His eternal divinity and was willing to lay it aside for the salvation of those who do not deserve it. Living a life of holiness and worship is the way that we can show God, as well as show others, that what He has done for us matters. The fruit of a life obedient to God brings Him glory on the earth. 
The Eternal Plan of Redemption (vv. 20-21)
20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

	The redemption of mankind was not something that was invented or planned as a reaction to the actions of man. Peter tells us that the coming of Christ and His atoning work was planned before the world was ever created. This once again points us to the attribute of God known as His omniscience. God knows everything that there is to be known meaning that He knows what will happen before it does. So, what we learn here is that God had planned the salvation of mankind before they had ever been created. The Scriptural evidence for this is found in the very beginning of the book of Genesis. After Adam and Eve had disobeyed God by partaking of the tree of knowledge God then visits them and announces the judgment for their rebellion. After cursing the serpent, telling the woman of her pain in childbirth and then telling the man and woman that their sin would result in physical death, God then shares these words showing that His plan of salvation was already in the works. “And I will make enemies of you and the woman, and of your offspring and her Descendant; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel” (Genesis 3:15). Looking closely at this verse we see that God has already planned what would happen to redeem man to Himself. The serpent would bruise the offspring who would in turn will bruise the head of the serpent. The Savior will experience the death needed to redeem mankind, but Satan himself will also experience a bruising because this will signal his defeat. We learn here that Satan has already been defeated because the resurrection of Christ has conquered death. Satan is now working to deceive the nations and try to thwart the will of God. Unfortunately for him the war has already been won by Christ. When Christ returns, He will destroy the serpent for all time. 
	The plan of salvation that God has had in place since before creation was carried out when Christ was sent to earth. Peter says that when Christ came, He did so for us who have accepted His sacrifice for our salvation. All the actions Christ accomplished while here on earth are evidence that God worked through Him. In addition to His works, His incarnation showed that He is the special One from God. Through Christ we are all believers in God. The next point he makes is crucial to the reason why we have the faith that we do in Jesus. Christ was raised from the dead and God has given Him glory because of His faithful obedience. It is through Jesus Christ that all of us have come to faith in God. Therefore, the faith and hope that we have in God comes through the relationship we have with Him through Christ, not because of anything that is in this world. We must not forget that salvation is only available through Jesus Christ! There is no other way to be reconciled with God other than through Him. Paul makes it clear that apart from Christ there is no hope for union with God “and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).  These verses remind us that there is an eternal consequence for rejecting Christ as Savior. All of us are on a drowning ship or a crashing plane. Rejecting Christ is the same as rejecting a lifesaving jacket or a parachute. A person cannot be saved from either without something to save them. The same applies to our redemption. This is why Peter says that we have come to faith in God through Christ. 
	At the end of verse 21 Peter provides two blessings that are given by God through redemption. The first is the gift of faith. Faith is the ability for believers in God to trust God for grace that carries them through the circumstances of life. Peter is teaching us that true faith is believing in God and His promises through the His Son Jesus Christ. All those who have faith in God through Christ are promised that their sins are forgiven and they are secured a place in heaven to be in communion with God for eternity. 
	The second blessing that he mentions is hope which is the ability to believe in the future grace that will be revealed when Christ returns and takes His own into glory. Our hope is that Christ will return and raise us from the grave to welcome us into His kingdom. Right now we have experienced the new creation in the Spirit and in the future we will experience the resurrection which will result in a new glorified body with the Lord. In Romans 8:23 Paul writes of this hope “And not only that, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons and daughters, the redemption of our body.” God has therefore through His Son redeemed us by giving us the new Spirit and then He will give us the new body after our resurrection. 
	Application #2: Our faith has a firm foundation because it is rooted in God’s eternal purpose and the resurrection of Christ. One of the questions that is often asked by those seeking to learn about our faith is how we can be assured that our salvation is real? In other words, how do we know that we are really saved? The reason that we can walk in confidence in our salvation is not because of ourselves, but because God has raised Jesus Christ from the dead. This verifiable and historical event is what separates our faith from every other manmade religion. Jesus Christ lived, died, was buried and resurrected on the third day. This statement of faith is repeated by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 
“3 For I handed down to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.”

The fact that Christ has been resurrected from the dead is proof that our salvation is true and that Jesus Christ is in fact exactly who He claimed to be, the One and only Son of God. Our faith is well grounded and established in this true event. We don’t only believe because this event has been historically verified, we also believe because the Holy Spirit that lives in God’s people continues to make this known in the world. 
Conclusion
Today we have discussed the first half of this passage which has been instructing us about the redemption that we have experienced in Christ. We have learned that our lives must reflect the appreciation we have for the high-cost God paid for our redemption. We have also learned that we have faith and hope in God because the redemption we have received has been planned even before the creation of the world. We have been redeemed from the curse of sin and death so that we might be reconciled to God and be with Him for eternity. Our God loves us and desires to fellowship with us. May our lives reflect the faith and hope we have in Him so that others may also experience this in their lives. “To God be the Glory Great Things He Hath Done!” Amen. 
