Building Our Lives on the Living Stone (Part 1)
1 Peter 2:4-8 (today 4-5)

Introduction

	Good morning! We are continuing our discussion through the 2nd chapter of Peter’s first epistle. Peter is taking time to address why the salvation that has been purchased by Christ is so special. We have been saved from our sins because of God’s grace. Therefore, our lives must reflect the hope and joy we have because of this special gift. Last week we spent out time together discussing the importance of the new birth in the spirit being fed and nourished by the pure milk of the Word of God. When a baby is born into the world much care and concern is given to that child making certain that the bay receives the nourishment needed to grow both physically and spiritually. When someone comes to faith in Christ, they are a baby in the faith, therefore the nourishment they receive through the Word of God is what will strengthen them and allow them to grow stronger in the faith. We learned that we must be on guard and aware of false doctrine as well as the attacks of Satan who wants to interfere with the growth of new believers in Christ. 
	As we continue in the chapter today, we will discover that Jesus Christ is the living stone that brings our life meaning and that it is through Him that we have life. Peter is also reminding his readers that Jesus Christ, even though He was rejected when He came to earth, is the cornerstone upon which our faith is built. Man rejected Christ, but He is precious in the sight of God because He gave His life for the salvation of creation. In like manner, you and I who have accepted Christ as Savior are also living stones who come together to build up a spiritual house for God. We must remember that Peter is writing to followers of Christ who are facing rejection and persecution for their faith. Even though they are facing these challenges they must not forget that their identity and stability does not come from the acceptance of the world, but from their connection to Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone. Through the church on earth God is building something eternal, which is a spiritual house founded on Jesus. Let’s read together chapter 2 verses 4-8 as we begin today:
4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by people, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a choice stone, a precious cornerstone, and the one who believes in Him will not be put to shame.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for unbelievers, “A stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this they were also appointed.

The Living Stone is Christ Himself (v. 4)

	As we begin the passage Peter first says that when Jesus Christ came, who is the living stone upon which the church is built, He was rejected, but is precious in the sight of God. It is worth discussing the reasons why Jesus was rejected by the teachers of the law and the religious authorities. Let’s begin by looking at the words of the prophet Isaiah “He was despised and abandoned by men, a man of great pain and familiar with sickness; and like one from whom people hide their faces, He was despised, and we had no regard for Him” (53:3). The prophet says that Jesus was despised and rejected by men and also that no one had regard for Him. Now, why exactly was Christ rejected and despised by men in this world? Let’s take a few moments to lay out three reasons.
Firstly, the world rejected Christ because people prefer to live in the darkness and love sin rather than live in the light and holiness of God. In the gospel of John 3:19 Jesus shares these words with Nicodemus “And this is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the Light; for their deeds were evil.” Therefore, Jesus was rejected by the men of this world because they love sin and darkness more than they love the light. They don’t love the light because it is the light that exposes sin, pride and hypocrisy. Rather than repent most people often turn away from God because they do not want their sin to be exposed. When Christ came to earth bringing the light from God, He exposed the hypocrisy and sin of the Jewish authorities, which is one of the major reasons why they despised Him so much. This is also the reason why so many people in the world today hate Christ. They are usually okay when His teachings do not attack them to the core, but when their sin is exposed, they would rather stay in their sin and not seek forgiveness from the Lord because doing so would make them admit their need of salvation. 
A second reason why Christ was rejected was because He did not fit the expectations placed upon Him by the people. The Jews expected a conquering Messiah who would deliver the people by overthrowing the Romans. Jesus, however, came as a humble servant teaching repentance, forgiveness and preparing the people for the coming kingdom of heaven. The ways that he loved others, and sacrificed His life for the forgiveness of sins was not the Messiah that many of the Jewish people had expected. This is why it was so hard for the disciples when He told them that He would be killed in Jerusalem. They tried to stop Him from going because they could not fathom Him dying in such a way. Christ did not live up the human expectations that had been placed on Him. 
A third reason He was rejected was because His kingdom is not of this world. When Jesus came to earth, He did not seek earthly power of wealth. His message called people to repentance, humility and self-denial. These are truths that contradict worldly ambitions and self-centeredness. The world values pride; Jesus preached meekness. When He was confronted by Pilate regarding His kingdom Jesus said “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm” (John 18:36). He did not seek earthly power, so many rejected Him as the Messiah. 
Even though Christ was rejected by men on earth He is still precious in the sight of God. We see several times in His ministry when God showed His approval of the Son even though so many on the earth rejected Him. One such occasion was after His baptism when the voice from heaven said “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Christ did everything on earth to live perfectly fulfilling the law and never doing anything to offend the Father. This is why God sees His Son as precious even though the world rejected Him. Christ is, therefore, the cornerstone of God’s plan to redeem His creation. It is though the work of Christ and His sacrifice that we have hope for a future life with God in heaven. 
Application #1: The first application from our passage this morning is reminds us that when we face rejection for our faith, we must remember that we are united with the rejected yet exalted Christ. Peter wants his readers to know that just as Christ was rejected by men, they too will have to face times of trial and persecution. Just because we may face rejection by the culture that does not mean that we are rejected by God. Standing firm in the faith despite the rejection of others is what we called to do because we are followers of Christ. Jesus did tell the disciples that they would face persecution because the world had persecuted Him first. When we face persecution for the faith there is a reward, we will receive that will far surpass any of that pain! God walks through the fire with us and will give us the strength to endure. 

We Are Living Stones in Christ (v. 5)
	In verse 5 Peter continues by writing that we are being built up as living stones to become a holy priesthood that is pleasing to God. So, just like Christ who is the chief cornerstone, you and I are also living stones that are building upon the foundation that Christ has started for us. Each of us as a living stone is a part of the spiritual house which is the church. Now what role does the church play in the life of a believer? One of the challenges we have in the world today is the position held by many people that belonging to a church is not really that important. There is this idea that being a believer in Christ is all that matter and that being a part of a church family is not really that big of a deal. What I would like to share with you now are the reason why I feel that opinion is not Scriptural. 
	First of all, let’s quickly remind ourselves what the church is. The Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians gives us these words explaining the importance of the church in building up the kingdom of God. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22). Paul has described the church as being the household of God meaning that all of us are the family of God. It is through our family in the church that we are no longer strangers but fellow citizens. As more join the church we continue to see the building growing together in faith and establishing the dwelling for God’s Spirit. All of us are the living stones built upon Christ when put together forms the church. The reason why the church is important is because it joins all believers in Christ together rather than allowing them to be isolated. When we come together as a family of faith, we grow stronger in unity which gives us the strength to face the trials and persecutions together. So, we come together to built each other up in the faith!
	Peter also refers to followers of Christ as a holy priesthood. Let’s look at each of those words very carefully. The first word Peter uses is royal. In what ways are believers in Christ a royal priesthood? The first way that we are royalty under God is that we share in the royalty of Christ because He is the King of Kings. Paul writes in 2 Timothy 2:12 “If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He will also deny us;”. In saying this Paul is instructing that those who are followers of Christ are also a royal priesthood because by accepting Christ as Savior we are identifying ourselves with Him. In addition to identifying with the royalty of Christ, we also are no longer slaves to sin but a fellow heir with Christ (Romans 8:17). The royalty that Christ shares with us is not political, but spiritual because we live under Christ’s rule and represent His kingdom here on earth. Therefore, we need ti live as citizens of heaven, not captives of this world’s values. 
	The second word Peter uses is he refers to followers of Christ as a priesthood. In the Old Testament it was the priests who stood between God and the people, offering sacrifices and interceding for them. In what ways are followers of Christ priests? What we need to remember is because of the work of Christ you and I do not have anything standing in our way for us to approach God. Paul shares this in 1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and mankind, the Man Christ Jesus,”. What we learn here is that Jesus Christ is the mediator between God and man, therefore you and I can approach the Father through the Son. We do not need any human to intercede for us. This is why I feel it is very dangerous for anyone to think that we would need to pray to the Virgin Mary or ask a priest to listen to our confession in the place of Gid Himself. Scripture is very clear that you and I as a royal priesthood in Christ have the ability to approach God through our one and only mediator which is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Not only can you and I approach God directly through Christ, but we also have the ability to pray, worship and intercede for others like the priests did in the Old Testament. You and I can pray to God and ask for His will to be done in our lives as well as the lives of others. We do not have to do this through someone else because we have direct access to the Father through the Son. 
	Application #2: Our second application for this morning comes from verse 5. Our lives have purpose and placement because we are a part of God’s building project and His priestly work in the world. The reason that our lives have meaning is because we were made for a purpose, which is to glorify God and to make Him known. The identity that we have in this world is not determined by our own ideas of who we are or from our preferences, our identity has been established by our creator and the work of Christ. You and I are valuable in the eyes of God because He has created us to be in relationship with Him and thankfully because of Christ that relationship has been restored. Praise be to God that He desires for us to be His people!


Conclusion
	As we conclude our time together today let us consider the reasons why our lives have meaning and why we can face the trials and persecution in this life with courage. Peter has told us in verses 4-5 that Jesus Christ is the living stone that is the chief cornerstone upon which the church is built. Our lives have meaning because God has created us to be His image bearers and has redeemed us through the work of Christ so that the broken relationship, we had with Him was restored. Just like Christ we are also living stones who together build the church. It is through the church that we have fellowship and find strength to live in obedience to the Word of God bringing Him the glory that he so rightly deserves. Next week we will continue to look at how the chief cornerstone brings hope and security to those who trust in Him and causes those who reject Him to stumble. Amen. 

	
	

