Christ, The Example Suffering Servant King
1 Peter 2:21-25

Introduction
	This morning, we are returning to our primary book of study that we took a break from for the season of Lent. We have been studying the first epistle of Peter which is a letter written to believers in Christ dispersed all throughout the Roman world during the time of Peter. His goal in writing this letter was to encourage believers in Christ who had been experiencing a lot of persecution. The title of the series that we have been going through as we study this letter is “Living as God's People Standing Firm in the Hope that Endures.” As we have been going through this letter together, we have learned about how we can stand firm in the hope that we have in Christ and how that hope sustains us as we go through times of persecution. 
	Today we are looking at verses 21-25 of chapter 2. In this section of the letter Peter is discussing the ways that Jesus Christ has given us an example to follow when it comes to responding to persecution. What is so unique about Christ is that He experienced a lot of persecution in His earthly life when He did not deserve to experience any of it. You and I, on the other hand, are sinful beings who have rebelled against our Creator. When we experience persecution, we are having to deal with the effects of a fallen creation that has been plagued with the curse of sin. Even though we are in this situation we still have hope because God, in His infinite mercy, has given us salvation from that sin through His Son. Let’s begin reading 1 Peter 2:21-25 as we discuss Christ, The Example Suffering Servant King. (Scripture in bulletin)
I. What is the Purpose of our Lives on This Earth? (v. 21)
	Peter begins this passage by telling his readers “You have been called for this purpose…” The question that we need to ask in response to this statement is to ask “What is my purpose?” To answer this question, we need to look back at a few earlier verses in this chapter. In verse 13 Peter commands his readers to “submit to every human institution. In verse 17 he says to “honor all people, love the brotherhood, honor the king” and in verse 19 he says to “endure suffering that is unjust” in order to bring glory to God. Therefore, Peter has made the argument that the purpose of followers of Christ is to live in a way that brings honor and glory to God. He says that we do this by submitting, honoring earthly authority and enduring unjust suffering patiently. 
	Now why should we be doing all of these things? We need to live in this manner because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ gave us an example to follow. When we handle things in this world the way that He did we bring Him the honor and glory He rightfully deserves. Scripture clearly teaches that followers of Christ are called to follow His example in their lives.  In 1 John 2:6 the Apostle tells his readers “The one who says that he remains in Him ought, himself also, to walk just as He walked.” John is making the point that when someone claims to be a follower of Christ, they need to conduct themselves the same way that Christ did. In a few moments we are going to look at three examples of how Christ handled persecution and how you and I need to apply that in our lives. In Ephesians 5:1-2 Paul tells his readers “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” We are called to live a life of self-sacrifice putting others first the same way that Christ put us first. Let’s now return to what Peter says regarding Christ’s example. 
II. In What Way Has Christ Left an Example for Us? (vv. 22-24)
	Before sharing how Christ responded to persecution Peter makes a very important point. He tells his readers that Christ was perfect. There was no sin ever committed in His life nor was there wany deceit found in His mouth. This fact is something that we always need to remember. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only man to ever live that never sinned or rebelled in any way against the law of God. He perfectly lived out the law and showed others the way to honor the Father. This matters because everything that Christ faced in His persecution were things that He did not deserve to happen to Him. When you and I sometimes feel that life isn’t fair, we need to reflect upon the man who was treated harshly and rejected by so many even though He had done nothing deserving of such treatment. You and I, who are not perfect, are deserving of death for our rebellion against God. That is fair. Rather than focusing on our own disappointments may we remember what Christ faced for us. 
	In verse 23 Peter is going to provide for us three ways that Christ responded to persecution that gives us an example to follow in our own lives. The first example was that “while being abusively insulted, He did not insult in return…”  When we read the account of His trial before the chief priests and Pilate Jesus never insulted anyone, He only spoke the truth. Peter is giving us a teaching that is based upon the prophesy regarding the suffering servant in Isaiah chapter 53. When writing about Christ the prophet Isaiah said of Him “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth;” (Isaiah 53:7A). Jesus did respond to a few questions from His accusers, but at no time were any of His responses used to defend Himself or insult back against those falsely accusing Him. Peter is instructing his readers not to insult in return those who insult us as being followers of Christ. 
Application #1: The first application for today is that you and I, as followers of Christ, need to allow God to see to it that those who insult us or persecute us are given justice for their deeds. We are not to seek retribution or revenge against them ourselves. Allow God to be the judge!
	The second example Christ left for us was “While suffering, He did not threaten, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.” This is similar to what we just read, but this is important because Christ endured everything that had been done against Him without speaking one word of anger against His accusers. He allowed God the Father to be the judge over them and see that justice was done. Isaiah once again has some words for us regarding the way Christ would respond to persecution. “Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.” Christ did not allow the fact that He was going to die for the sins of humanity to deter Him from acting in a way that honored the Father. We see Him do this when Pilate sent Him to Herod since He was from Galilee. When Herod questioned Him, Jesus did not respond to the questioning (Luke 23:9). He also did not respond to the chief priests when they were accusing Him before Pilate (Mark 15:3-5). He willingly accepted the justice of God and allowed everything to be done according to His will.
Application #2: Rather than choosing to dwell on false accusations that come from others, we need to speak the truth confidently and in love. Christ did this while on trial and so should we!
	The third example Peter records is that Christ took our sins upon Himself so that we would die to sin and live for righteousness (v. 24). This example that Christ has provided for us shows that when we choose to allow our old way of life to die, we will be united with Him through His sacrifice. Christ has shown us the humility needed to let go of the sin our lives and embrace the new life where our goal is to live righteously in honor of God. Not only does Peter teach this, but the Apostle Paul does as well. In Romans 6:6-11 Paul makes the argument that our old self was crucified with Christ when we accepted Him as our Savior. We are now dead to sin, but made alive in Him. In 2 Corinthians 5:15 Paul says that because of what Christ has done we no longer live for ourselves, but now we live for God. 
Application #3: Christ has made new life in the Spirit possible. May we live for God and not be held back by the old man who was dominated by the sin nature. Dead to sin, alive in Christ!

IV: How has the Example Given by Christ Had an 
Impact on Our Relationship with God? (v. 25)

	As we reach the conclusion to this passage, we see that everything Christ has done for us has healed the broken relationship that we had with God. In verse 25 Peter writes that we were continually straying like sheep, but have returned to God. This echoes what the prophet Isaiah says in 53:6 and 11 “All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the wrongdoing of us all to fall on Him…. As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, for He will bear their wrongdoings.” It has been clearly explained that Jesus Christ has paid the price of our salvation that we should have paid. Also, not only has He paid the price, but the price paid is pleasing and acceptable to God. Our debt has been paid!
Application #4: Because the debt we owe God the Father has been paid we need to live for Him, not ourselves. As Peter has already said “you have been bought for a price.” May we live unselfishly for the Lord and not for our own desires. Christ did that for us!
Conclusion
	This morning, we have learned how Christ, the suffering servant king has given us an example to follow in our lives. He endured persecution in such a way that He honored God while at the same time paying the debt owed for our rebellion against the Father. No matter what may happen to us while we live in this world, we need to remember that God is in charge and He will see to it that all evildoers are brought to justice. Rather than trying to be the judge of others we need to boldly proclaim the truth of Christ in love not returning insults, but speaking the truth in a way where others will hear and be changed by it. If the perfect Son of God was willing to do this in His life, we need to follow His example and do this in our lives as well. All glory be the God the Father, Christ the Son and to the Holy Spirit who has given us the truth of Scripture!
