Honoring Authority as God’s People (Part 2)
1 Peter 2:13-20 (Verse 17 today)

Introduction

	This morning, we are continuing our discussion we are having regarding submission to authorities that have been established by God. Last week we talked about the first two points that the Apostle Peter provides his readers. Firstly, Peter said that we need to submit to the authorities established by God because this is the honorable thing to do. When we submit to those authorities, we are showing others that we have respect for God who has put those authorities into power. Secondly, in verse 16 he mentioned that we need to use the freedom Christ has secured for us through His sacrifice to live as free people and not to use that freedom as a covering for evil. Rather than live for our own desires we are taught in Scripture to live as bondservants of God who possesses us because He has paid to redeemed us from our sins. 
Now that we have this foundation, we are going to look at the third part of the passage. Today we will look at verse 17 where Peter instructs his readers to honor ALL people, love the brotherhood, fear God and honor the king. By doing these four things we show others that we not only claim to be followers of Christ, but through our conduct are giving them evidence to prove the truth of that claim. Next Sunday we will then conclude by looking at verses 18-20 where Peter instructs servants to honor their masters, regardless of the way they are treated. Also, he urges his readers to respond to suffering in a way that honors God and brings Him the glory He deserves. It is through the way that a follower of Christ responds to suffering that they proclaim His name to others in a positive manner. As we begin let us once again read the passage of study together (passage in last week’s sermon and the bulletin).
Honor and Love Others (v. 17)
	Submission to authority, as we have already said, shows others that we have the proper respect for God. Now Peter instructs his readers to do four things in their daily lives that shows others they are really followers of Christ. He instructs them to honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God and honor the king. We will take a few moments to look at each of these a bit more closely. 
1. Honor all people: Peter begins by instructing his readers to honor all people. In the world today there is a fascination with treating others the way they want to be treated. Even though this is what the world demands, this is not what Scripture teaches. We are not supposed to treat others the way they want to be treated; we are commanded by Jesus to treat others the way that we want to be treated. There is a big difference here. Let’s unwrap the reason why Jesus commands us to treat others the way we want to be treated. We need to do so because all people have been created in the image of God. Scripture tells us that when God created the world and everything in it, He specifically waited until day six to create mankind. As we look carefully at Genesis 1:26 we find that man was created differently than everything else. Here are the words of God as recorded by Moses: Then God said, “Let us make mankind in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the livestock and over all the earth, and over every crawling thing that crawls on the earth.” As we look at this verse carefully, we see that God made man in His image meaning that man was given the ability to reason, to rule over all the rest of creation and then we later read that man became a living soul meaning that he was designed to live forever. I would like to focus on three words for a moment “in Our image.” God made man in His image, which carried with it the idea that every human being that exists has been made in the image of God and because of that has dignity and deserves respect. Peter wants his readers to be aware of that and to honor all people in their conduct since all have been created in the image of God. 
2. Love the brotherhood: Peter next instructs his readers to love the brotherhood. He is continuing the teaching that Jesus gave to His disciples during their last supper together. Let’s look carefully at the 13th chapter of the Gospel of John. “I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples: if you have love for one another” (vv. 34-35). What exactly does it mean for us to have love for the brotherhood? The church of Jesus Christ has done itself a great disservice because there have been so many cases of disunity among churches over secondary issues. Rather than choosing to work together to share the gospel they have chosen to separate on issues that are not of great importance. Any church that proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ as Lord and the Son of God, that elevates Scripture as the supreme authority in all matters relating to Godliness and that has as its number one priority the making of disciples of Christ is a church that must be supported and loved by other congregations. Many churches have divided over secondary issues that are not essential for salvation. Examples include method or mode of baptism, how often to have communion, the type of music used in the service or the color of the walls of the building. Rather than argue over secondary issues we need to unite with other believers and show the world that followers of Christ love each other just as Christ loves the church. Peter wants his readers to show that love for the brotherhood in their daily lives. You and I need to model this as well for the culture today! The church must work together to make disciples for Christ!
3. Fear God: Peter instructs his readers to have respect for God in all areas of their lives. When followers of Christ submit to the authorities placed over them it shows that they respect God as well. In the Old Testament the nation of Israel had a problem with doing this. In 1 Samuel chapter 8 the people had rejected God as their king and therefore had asked for God to give them an earthly king so they could be like the other kingdoms around them. Because they had rejected God the prophet warned the people what would happen to them. In verses 11-17 he said that this king would appoint commanders over them, force the people into serving him, take a tenth of their wealth for himself, make their servants become his servants and force them to serve in his army. By rejecting God’s authority, the nation of Israel chose to be subject to an earthly king. God is perfect, any earthly government is flawed because it is ruled by sinful men. Even though our earthly governments are not perfect, the way we interact with them shows others whether or not we are children of God. Rejecting God always results in destruction. 
4. Honor the King: As we come to the fourth way Peter instructs his readers to conduct themselves in relation to earthly authorities, we need to revisit what we said last week regarding the leaders that have been placed in authority over us. Last week we said that it does not matter who is sitting in the White House or who the elected officials are that have been chosen by the people. We do not have to agree with everything our leaders choose to do and we should take opportunities we have to engage with others to have healthy and respectful dialogues regarding our opinions. However, we do not have a license from Scripture to speak evil of our leaders, publicly defame them or encourage others to not follow the laws of the land. We are commanded in Scripture to respect the offices of our leaders and show them the respect that we also show to God. Now where specifically does Scripture give us such a command? Let’s look at the writing of the Apostle Paul to the church in Rome. In chapter 13:1-7 Paul writes these words of instruction: 
Every person is to be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a servant of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; respect to whom respect; honor to whom honor.

Paul has made it abundantly clear in his writing that rejecting the leaders established by God is also rejecting Him. At no point in this passage has Paul instructed his readers to rebel against authority if they disagree with them or to publicly defame their leaders. This is important because the Roman Empire would certainly have given the people reasons to act in such a manner. We need to be in subjection to the authorities so that we may show others the respect we have for God and to set the proper example to others of what it means to be a child of God. If we choose to live as rebellious and crude people who spend our entire time calling others names and causing division, how is that any different than the rest of the world? We are called to live differently and it is through our conduct that we bring the Lord the glory He deserves. 
Conclusion 
	Today we have looked at four ways that you and I, through our conduct in how we relate to earthly authority, can bring honor and glory to God who has redeemed us through the sacrifice of His Son. Even though we are commanded to be good citizens we also need to remember that Scripture calls us to stand up for those being oppressed and to speak up when any earthly authority commands us to do something that violates God’s Word. Doing this effectively requires prayer, consultation with fellow believers and the desire to keep God as the number one priority in our lives. If we keep our priorities straight and ask the Lord to guide us, He will give us the wisdom to handle ourselves in the proper manner for others to witness our faith. May we never allow our personal pride or anger to control the way we behave. May we always seek to honor the Lord in our lives so He may receive the praise He rightfully deserves. Amen. 


