Honoring Earthly Authority as God’s People (Part 1)
1 Peter 2:13-20

Introduction

	This morning, as we continue our study of the first epistle of Peter, we will be discussing a topic that is very relevant in the world today. You and I have seen over the past several months a continuing rebellion taking place in our nation. There is much civil unrest caused by differences of opinion regarding the way that federal authorities are enforcing federal laws. Two Sundays ago, we saw a church of fellow believers invaded because protestors desired to have their voices heard by interrupting a worship service. As we address this issue today, we need to discuss carefully what Scripture teaches us to do as followers of Christ as well as what you and I can do to set the example for the culture regarding submission to authority. Today we will begin discussing 1 Peter 2:13-20, but for the sake of time this morning we will focus on verses 13-16. 
	We will look at four ways that you and I, through our conduct, must set the appropriate example as Christians for the culture. First, we must submit ourselves to the authorities that have been established by God. Second, we must act as free people in God, but not use that freedom to cover up evil, rather use that freedom to serve the Lord. Third, we must honor all people by loving others, have the proper fear of God and give the respect to the king who has been put in power by the Lord. And fourthly, we must be willing to endure suffering for doing what is right so that we may bring glory to God. Today we will discuss the first two in part 1. 
Let’s begin by reading verses 13-20 together:
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15 For such is the will of God, that by doing right you silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Act as free people, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bond-servants of God. 17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person endures grief when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.



Submit to Authority (vv. 13-15)
	For the past two Sundays we have discussed the importance of the conduct of those who claim to be followers of Christ. Peter is continuing that discussion by giving us specific examples of how we can do just that. In verse 13 he begins the passage by instructing his readers to submit themselves to the human institutions that are in authority over them. We must take a moment to discuss what it means to submit? When you hear the word submit, what comes to mind? Most people think of having to follow orders or do what someone else is commanding them to do. Submission in this context carries with it the need for followers of Christ to obey earthly authorities because this is honorable and brings order to the world. When we obey the ruling authorities, we are showing the proper respect both to them and to God. Therefore, this is an honorable thing to do. 
	He continues in verse 14 to tell his readers why they should obey the authorities. They need to do so because God has established them to punish evildoers and praise those who do right. The purpose of earthly governments is to bring order to society making certain that those who break the laws are punished and those who obey the laws are rewarded for their faithfulness. In our country those who follow the laws are rewarded with freedom and can pursue a life that brings them fulfillment. We must acknowledge that we are seeing in our day a rejection of this respect for authority. We see chaos reigning in many of our cities and the reason is because people do not agree or like what the governing authorities are doing. We need to be very clear when we teach this concept to others as followers of Christ. We do believe that earthly authorities need to be respected since God has established them, but we also must admit that not all earthly authorities rule in a way that honors God. We must respect authority, but we do not have to follow earthly laws that call on us to do things that God forbids or not do something that He clearly commands in His word. When Peter and John were put on trial by the Sanhedrin in Acts chapter 4, they were commanded to stop preaching in the name of Jesus. They responded to the command in this way “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, make your own judgment; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard” (vv. 19-20). They clearly made it known that they were doing the will of God, therefore they would not follow the command they were given by the Jewish authorities. When they were arrested again later in chapter 5, Peter spoke these words “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 He is the One whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him” (vv. 29-32). So, we are commanded to respect the authorities God has put in place, but not when they contradict the word of God. We must make these decisions very carefully and consult one another before choosing to defy the authorities. 
	In verse 15 he continues to explain that when followers of Christ do what is right it will silence the ignorance of foolish people. Now how exactly can followers of Christ silence foolish people by doing what is right? First, let us define what Peter means when he refers to the ignorance of foolish people. Ignorance in this verse means those who reject the truth of God and have embraced the knowledge of man. Many people have become cold hearted towards the gospel to the point that just hearing the name of Jesus makes them irate with anger. They are the ignorant people that Peter is talking about. He describes these people as being foolish. Foolishness in this context is when a person has lost all sense and begins embracing things that are irrational Some modern-day examples of this are when a doctor cannot explain what a man or a woman is or when someone cannot admit the simple fact that it is only a woman who can become pregnant, not a man. Those are such simple truths of reality that are now being questioned showing the insanity that results when God is forced out of the culture. Peter is instructing his readers to have such a respect for authority and to live in a way that shows that respect that those who reject the truth have no sound argument upon which to stand. The argumentation used by those who cannot define man or woman is not able to withstand the sound arguments by those who embrace Scripture and God as the basis for life. When you and I behave in a rational and logical manner this will cause those who embrace insanity and the foolishness of the culture to have no other option but to remain silent. We do not have to be mean or hostile to make our points, all we need to do is allow the Holy Spirit to speak through us when we are challenged in our faith. Jesus said that when we are challenged it is the Spirit that will speak through us and give us the words to stand up for the truth. 
Act as Free People (v. 16)
	Not only must we submit to the authorities established by God, but Peter continues to instruct his readers to act as free people but not use that freedom as a covering for evil rather use it as bondservants of God. What you and I must first understand is that we are free people in Christ because He has paid the price for our redemption. We are no longer under the strain of sin but now are free from its curse. That freedom is precious and therefore we must use that freedom appropriately. We must not use that freedom to cover up the evil, which in this passage would be the evil of refusing to submit to earthly authority. One example of how a follower of Christ might do this is if they refuse to submit to civil laws or pay taxes to the government because they only serve God alone. Refusing to submit to earthly authority using faith in God as the excuse is using freedom in Christ as a covering for that evil. When Jesus was asked about paying taxes to Caesar, He responded saying to render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. This means that we must submit to earthly authority even when we don’t like it because doing that is the right thing to do. We should never use our freedom in Christ as an excuse for not respecting and following the laws of earthly authority. 
	Rather than use our freedom to do evil, Peter instructs his readers to use their freedom as bondservants of God. We are commanded in Scripture to use the freedom that has been purchased through the blood of Christ to live as servants of God. This is important for us to understand because all people are servants to something. Some people are servants to their own greed and desire for wealth. Some people have embraced human wisdom and are therefore slaves to the god of self. Followers of Christ are called to be bondservants to God. As we said a couple of weeks ago, God possesses us because He has purchased us with the blood of His Son. Since we are His possession, we need to live as those who belong to Him. Living in obedience to the earthly authorities He has established shows that we are serving the will of our master, God, rather than serving the will of fallen sinful man. We have been given freedom, so may we use that freedom to live righteously rather than live in sin. 
Conclusion
	Today we have discussed the importance of showing the proper respect to earthly authorities because they have been established by God. However, we must also be willing to stand upon God’s Word and refuse to obey if the governments require us to do something that violates the commands of God. Also, the freedom we have in Christ must be used to live in a righteous manner so that God receives the glory. As we leave here today let us challenge ourselves by remembering that Christian freedom never gives us permission to do what we want, it gives us the power to do what is right. May we take this command seriously as we engage with the culture making certain to bring glory to God in all we do. Amen. 
