How Wonderful is Our Salvation!
1 Peter 1:10-12

Introduction

	Good morning! Today we are continuing our study of the First Epistle of Peter. The passage we are focusing on is chapter 1 verses 10-12 which tell us the power and wonder of the salvation that has been made available to us because of the grace of God. Before we proceed let us review quickly what Peter has already laid out for us in the epistle. He began by explaining to his readers how salvation works. In verses 3-9 he wrote regarding the hope that followers of Christ have that sustains them through trials. The hope that each of us has in Jesus Christ is a hope that is imperishable, undefiled and will never fade away. No matter what we may face in this world there are reasons why we should always have hope. The salvation that has been secured by the sacrifice of Christ allows us to face any challenges with the assurance that God is with us as we endure those trials and He will sustain our souls until we are called home to be with Christ or when He returns. 
	The passage we are looking at today describes for us the wonder of our salvation and why it has been something that has been looked forward to since the prophets proclaimed the words of God in the Old Testament. The salvation that has been made available through Christ is not an ordinary phenomenon, it is something that the prophets in the Old Testament longed to see, it has been revealed by the Spirit, it was proclaimed by the apostles and the angels even marvel at it. Let’s begin by reading 1 Peter 1:10-12 together:
10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things into which angels long to look.

Our Salvation was Longed for by the Prophets (vv. 10-11)

	In verse 10 Peter begins to explain that the prophets who came to the people in the Old Testament were the forerunners of the salvation that would be made known in Christ. They looked forward to the time that the Messiah would come who would bring the grace of God. He writes that they made careful searches and inquiries regarding their own writings so that they could have more information about the future coming Messiah. As we talk about the prophets, we need to make it clear that those men who came to the people were proclaiming the Word of the Lord and sharing the news He had inspired for them to share. They were not bringing their own words to the people; they were the spokesmen for God. One such example of a prophet bringing the Word of the Lord was Jeremiah who came to Jerusalem to tell the king as well as the people that their sin was going to result in judgment that would eventually bring in the kingdom of Babylon who would take the people into exile. The message that he brought the people was rejected so harshly that he was physically tortured and mistreated with the hope that it would make him stop sharing the news. Despite the harsh treatment by his own people Jeremiah did not relent in his teaching the people and warning them of the impending judgment. The king as well as the people chose to listen to the false prophets who told them what they wanted to hear. As a result, the judgment of God came to fruition, which led to the exile and the book of Daniel that we just finished together. 
	All of the Old Testament prophets starting with Moses and going through the last one who was John the Baptist believed in the coming Messiah which was the constant teaching that tied all things together. Even though they believed that there was a coming Savior, they did not yet have the full revelation of who He was or when He would be coming. However, what they did know because of the Holy Spirit that inspired Scripture was that the Messiah would come as the suffering servant who would bring salvation. Let’s take a moment to look at just a couple of these passages.
	The first passage that is very familiar to us because we use it during Advent is Isaiah 53, which records the suffering servant. Please open your Bible to Isaiah 53. Let’s read the chapter together (Read out loud). What we discover in this passage is that the Prophet Isaiah was inspired by the Holy Spirit to record the suffering that Jesus Christ would endure for the salvation of His people. The key verses in this chapter are verses 4-5 However, it was our sicknesses that He Himself bore, and our pains that He carried; Yet we ourselves assumed that He had been afflicted, struck down by God, and humiliated. But He was pierced for our offenses, He was crushed for our wrongdoings; the punishment for our well-being was laid upon Him, And by His wounds we are healed. Isaiah was looking forward to this coming Savior and made Him known through prophecy. This was the hope that kept the Hebrew nation together and unified them through those dark days of exile. 
	Another example of Old Testament writing that showed that those writers were looking forward to the coming Messiah is Psalm 22. As we look at verses 1-8, we see the account of Christ as He was on the cross. His question of God is in verse 1 “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” We also see the way that the people despised Him and mocked Him saying that if God delights in Him that He should be saved. When David wrote this Psalm, he had a vision of the coming Savior and was speaking of Him. 
	What we have seen is that Peter is referring to the prophets of the Old Testament who spoke of the Messiah and were looking to His arrival to bring salvation. This brings us to our first application for today: The Bible contains centuries of God’s revealed plan, so we must not neglect to consider what the prophets said. I think it appropriate to say at this point that we hold the entirety of Scripture to be the inspired Word of God and we take it as it is written. For example, Scripture records that God created the world in 6 days resting on the 7th. If we take the rest of Scripture to be inspired then we also take that chapter as being inspired as well. There is no reason to take the science of modern man and try to change what God’s Word says. We should trust the Word of God as He gave it to us and has protected it through the centuries. Peter wants his readers to know that the salvation they have experienced was promised through the prophets making it something they treasured and awaited.  

Our Salvation was Revealed by the Spirit (v. 11)
	In verse 11 Peter writes that the Holy Spirit of Christ in them revealed His sufferings and the glories that would follow. What we are learning here is that the entirety of Scripture is about the Lord Jesus Christ. The same Spirit that entered Christ after His baptism is the same Spirit that hovered over the waters at creation, inspired the prophets and then later equipped the Apostles to spread the gospel throughout the world. 
	One of the questions that is asked from non-believers about the Bible is why it seems as if the God of the Old Testament is angry and vengeful, but Jesus Christ in the New Testament teaches love and brotherhood. In order to have this misunderstanding the person asking the question is overlooking something that is present throughout the entirety of Scripture. God is not only a God of justice who sees to it that all are paid according to their deeds, but He is also a God of mercy and kindness. One such example is when God replaced the two tablets of the Ten Commandments that Moses broke after the people had been worshiping the golden calf. In Exodus 34:6 God says these words “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in faithfulness and truth;”. After the people were judged for their sin God made another set of tablets and restored the law for the people. When He had the opportunity to destroy the people, He chose rather to show grace and mercy. 
	Jesus Christ in the New Testament surely showed love and grace in His ministry, but when it was appropriate, He also showed righteous anger such as when He removed the money changers from the temple. The entirety of Scripture points to the Messiah and shows us that there is one plan of salvation for mankind promised through the Spirit. This brings us to our second application for today: The Holy Spirit that revealed Jesus Christ to the prophets is the same Spirit that shows us our sin and need for a Savior. Peter wants his readers to know that this has been God’s plan all along, and it has now been revealed in the coming of Christ.
Our Salvation was Proclaimed by the Apostles (v. 12)
	The third point this passage makes for us today is that the Apostles, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, proclaimed the salvation that had been preached also by the prophets. Peter says that the prophets had it revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but those who would come later. As we have already said this morning, when the prophets were speaking of the coming Messiah, they did not have all of the details but it was the Spirit of Christ speaking through them pointing to His future arrival. The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews supports this when he writes “And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:39-40). What we see is that the Old Testaments heroes of the faith were saved because of their faith and therefore received their reward. They had not received what was promised, but they had the hope of that coming Messiah that sustained them. 
	Peter then says it is the Apostles, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who have preached the gospel that came to them from heaven. The calling of the disciples by Jesus from the very beginning was focused on sharing the good news of the gospel with the world. Jesus said that He would make them fishers of people meaning that they would be gathering in the elect of God through their sharing of the gospel. This leads us to the third application we have for today: we share in the work of the Apostles in that we are called to pass on the good news of the gospel faithfully. This is the Great Commission that the church is working to complete every day. You and I are not only followers of Christ because we appreciate what He has done for us, but we also follow Him because we know that He has work for us to do. Just like the Apostles took the message to all parts of thew world, you and I are commissioned by the Spirit to continue that work and do what we can in this community to make Christ known to all. There is no greater calling in life than to bring others to a saving relationship with Christ. 
Our Salvation is Marveled by the Angels (v. 12)
	As we conclude our look at this passage today, we read these words from Peter “things into which angels long to look.” When the angels are mentioned, Peter is telling us that these angelic beings, who have been in the presence of God since the creation of the world, still are marveling at the wonder of salvation. Why do angels marvel at the salvation offered by God to humanity? To answer this first we need to remember who angels are and why they exist. In Scripture we see angels performing two basic tasks: firstly, they are the messengers of God who bring the news to man when God is going to act in human history. Gabriel brought the news of Jesus’ birth to Mary as well as John the Baptist to Zechariah. The second task is that they oppose the work of demons as we saw mentioned in the book of Daniel. In his vision Daniel was told about the angel who opposed the angel of Syria from performing an act against God’s people. What we need to remember is that angels are not human beings and are therefore not in the same category as us when it comes to salvation. They have not inherited the sin of Adam and are therefore not saved by the sacrifice of Christ. However, just because they are not like humans they still wonder and marvel at the works of God in human history as well as His acts to save mankind. Salvation is such a strong action of God that it even makes the angels wonder at it. 
	This brings us to the fourth and final application this morning: just like the angels continually are in wonder and amazement at the salvation of man we need to keep our wonder in salvation alive and never allow this to become routine. Keeping the fire of our salvation burning can be accomplished in many ways. If you ever find yourself becoming complacent or think that you have lost the excitement of your salvation, take time to think about where you were before the Lord called you. Before He saved us, we all were on a one-way road to hell. We were lost and could do nothing to save ourselves. Thanks be to God He chose to save us even though there is nothing we can do to earn it. Another way to keep the fire of salvation burning in our hearts is to remind ourselves of what it cost God to make this available. God sent His One and only Son to earth to live the life we could not live, experience the death we all deserve to give us grace that we do not deserve because He is a God of mercy. That alone should keep us in tune with God and help us to never forget what was done to make us right with Him. Thirdly, we need to remain in constant communication with God in prayer and also connected with our church family. It is much less difficult to go through this life when you have connection with a family that loves and supports you in the Lord. Since we have launched our new Sunday School hour before worship, we have seen a wonderful increase in participation and I want to say that I am happy that more of us are together. If you have not joined us yet I want you to know that you are welcome and I will also say that I feel it is necessary for us to have more time together as we study God’s Word and use each other to be prepared to reach others for Christ. Please join us and do not neglect the opportunity to be with your brothers and sisters in the faith. You will find it to be a blessing to your life!
Conclusion
	This morning we have been discussing the wonder of our salvation. It is a joy to know that the Lord we serve has shown His love by giving us the grace that we do not deserve. With that being said I also want to say a few words regarding the tragic assassination of Charlie Kirk this past Wednesday. If you didn’t know this young man, he was the leader of Turning Point USA which is an organization that exists to instill traditional values in the next generation. Charlie was not only a political figure, but he was a strong Christian who used his platform to proclaim the name of Jesus Christ. His murder has left many other Christians shocked and at a loss for how to move forward. The Apostle Peter has already told us that persecution against followers of Christ is to be expected since the Lord Himself was persecuted. When anyone speaks the truth, even when they do so in love like Charlie did, is taking a risk for the name of Christ. I ask this morning that all of us not only mourn and pray for Charlie and his family, but that we not shy away from sharing the name of Jesus Christ with others. Even if it may cost us all we have in this world, it will reap for us a crown of righteousness that nobody can ever take away. The salvation that Christ has purchased for us should make us so full of joy that we tell everyone! Let us take a few moments right now to ask the Lord to be with His people as they share the good news of Christ. Amen. 

